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Love of the homeland is
another recurrent theme.
The poet Bashir Ahmed
Soz (1948-) wrote an
ode to his flower filled
landscape:

Phul ce phul an char
choferi Saavi Makhmal
di hik chaadar Farsh di
soorat bicch gai yaaro
Shabnam moti inj
barsaavey Saari jarhti
aan nehlaavey
Flowers and more
flowers are on all fours
sides Like a green velvet
blanket Spread across a
whole floor, mates The
dew showers peatls, as if
Bathing the whole
motherland.

Below is a stanza by
Parvaz Tarbelvi in praise
of Muhammad Iqgbal,
Pakistan's National poet.
Igbal had written a poem
that envisioned a
separate homeland for
the Muslims of India
where they would have
autonomy to freely
practice their religion.
Muhammad Ali Jinnah
brought this dream in to
aconcrete shape.

Assan us te naaz baja
keeta

Jis shikwa naal Khuda

keeta

Mulaan kufr de fitwa
laa-ey jis te

Eh des Maanh ata
keeta

We are rightly proud of
him Who addresses a
complaint to God One
whom the mullahs
called infidel This land
was gifted to me by him
Tarbelvi begins by
showering praise on
Muhammad Igbal, who
had written two long
and iconic epics,
"Complaint" and
"Answer to the
Complaint". The poet
them brings in the
mullahs who had
condemned Iqgbal's
audacity to dare to
complain directly to
God and accused him of
"kuft" or becoming an
infidel. Here again is
double meaning. On the
first level Tarbelvi
states straightforwardly
that Iqbal granted us his
vision that materialized
in the form of our
independent country.
On the second level
Tarbelvi criticizes the
"mulaams" (Mullahs), a
term that is often used
sarcastically for self-
appointed priests.

“Language that Surpasses Border”

Tarbelvi implicitly
separates himself from
the, thus clarifying that
the foundations of
Pakistan were not laid
on extremism.
Similarly, Asif Saqib
has also written non-
religious poems:

Hunc te Hasnra hoya
ohle khavaab
khayaalaan Saaqu
apnra haal naheen
achacha ghammaan
de maarey

Laughter has vanished
like dreamy thoughts
Friend, I'm not in good
shape, beaten down by
SOrrow

This paper submits that
the images of mystic
sufi poetry are among
Hindko's central tropes.
They comprise the
epicenter of the
concentric circle
formed by Hindko-
specific lexicon,
grammar, and syntax.
In turn, another twist of
the concentric
linguistic circle is
enriched by vocabulary
whose etymology
coincides with Punjabi,

Pashto, Persian, Arabic
and other languages. In
other words, since
Sufism informs the
foundations of Hindko,
it flourishes best when
well aligned with sufi
symbols, sufi stories,
sufivalues, etc.

The biography of the
great Hindko poet may
assist to support of the
above submission.
Saien Ahmed Ali, who
died in 1937 at the ripe
age of 95, lies enshrined
just outside Peshawar's
Kohati Gate. Indeed he
was born in the walled
city of Peshawar and
thus in true sufi fashion,
his biographic itinerary
formed a circle.
However, Saien Baba
also travelled far. His
father was a carpet
merchant who travelled
between Kabul and
Peshawar.

Hindko is a hybrid
language that not only
surpasses borders but
also, in the sufi mode,
contains the power to
pacifically bring
harmony between

people who speak
different tognues. The
Hindkowan themselves
are multilingual and
thus straddle ethnic and
cultural border. They
are empowered to bring
peace between
communities in
Pakistan and
everywhere they reside
in the wider world.
What is important is his
message, a message he
deliberately left
unwritten, and whose
essential teaching
surpasses all borders.
Saien ilm ne Dasya te
jaanrgyaan Vasdey
andar mere jis nooa
ba'rtoondhaan

Saien, Knowledge
revealed itself to you
The one you seek
outside, resides within
you
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