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Rukhsana Qambar
Saien Ahmed Ali's
poetry is replete with
such mystic and
religious references:
Jehra Nooh de toofan
noon maat kar de Aapni
chashm vich oh toofan
rakhanaan
The one who overcomes
Noah's storms Holds the
stormin his eyes
Noah or "Nooh" endured
the 40-day torrent that
inundated the world and
obliterated all sign of
life, except on his Ark.
This biblical-Quranic-
Torah narrative took the
material form of an
actual typhoon (Toofan).
Saien Baba states that a
person who manage to
overcome physical
storms, be they of any
kind of worldly turmoil,
internalizes the trauma.
Such people attain a
higher state of existence.
Only those people can
perceived this
phenomenon who look
deep into the eyes of the
mystic.

Tera naam ghafoor ur
Raheem Saiyaan Tinoon
dozakh banana di lor ki
si

Your name is all
Merciful and forgiving

Saiyaan Why did you
haveto create Hell?
Saien Bab a in this
couplet rises to the
stature of Muhammad
Igbal in that he
questions God for his
creation of Hell. "Lor"
cannot be adequately
translated as "have" or
"need to" as it implies
greater necessity. "Lor"
highlights the contrast
between Hell and the
All Merciful and is re-
emphasized by Saien
Baba's use of the second
person singular "tera"
and "tinoon" for God. In
another couplet Saien
Baba states:

Us naayab da gar tu
visaal chahna eyn Sain
vaang Mansur charch
daar parja

If you aspire to unite
with the one Like
Mansur, ascend to the
gallows

This couplet refers to
the Persian dervish
Mansur Al-Hallaj (859-
922), who wrote
exclusively in Arabic.
He is extolled in poetry
and prose across the
Islamic world and
beyond. Mansur not
only gave up all
material comforts but

also religious ritual. He
managed to attain unity
with universal values
and therefore
proclaimed:

I saw my Lord with the
eye of the heart

Tasked, "Whoareyou?"
Hereplied, "You".
Mansur Al-Hallaj also
famously held, "I am
the Truth" (AnaI-Haqq)
quoting the Quran
(50:16): "And we have
already created man
and known what his
soul whispers to him,
and we are close to him
than his jugular vein".
Accused of blasphemy,
Mansur was threatened
with the gallows, which
he embraced, and
refused to give up his
beliefs. Saien Baba
refers to worldly riches
in contrast with
spirituality:
Te-tavakkal da kaasa
eh kol jis de Us gada
noon koi kyoon gada
Jjaanrey

So the one who has the
cup of faith Why
consider him abeggar?
The above couplet

“Language that Surpasses Border”

evokes the fakir in
ragged clothes, begging
bowl in hand. The black
begging bowl is
symbolic of begging for
goodness in the world.
Saien Baba spent a
major part of hislifeasa
wandering fakir. He
lived in poverty and
refused to peddle his
words. We can only
speculate upon the
references in Saien
Baba's words and their
deeper meaning:
Akhiyaan naal har
cheez te ghor kar ke
Jalva noor khuda da
vekhya kar

You focus on
everything with your
eyes -(Instead) look at
the radiance of God!
Muhammad Farid is
another Hindko poet.
The title of his poem
Chittey Nuqtey (White
Dots) is thought
provoking in itself.
Muhammad Farid
expresses his Sufi
identity in unique ways:
Salmaan bichon galam
churir ke likhi eye si
harfi Ishq styaahi

akhyyon punc ke likhi
eye si harfi Harf hik hik
dti bich khancke tikht
ey si harfi Yaar fadua
tudhaan sun ke likhi eye
si harfi

Selecting the best from
amongst many pens I
wrote these words With
love's ink wiped from
my eyes I wrote these
words Every word
resounding in my heart,
are these words Friend
Farid, having heard you
I'wrote these words
These lines utilize the
standard Persian-South
Asian protocol in which
the poet humbly names
him or her-self in the
last lines. Invariably,
the poet uses the third
person singular. No
translation of
Muhammad Farid's
poem can do full justice
to it as the repetitions
lose their beauty and
meaning in another
language. For instance,
"harf hik hik" literally is
"word each each".
Similarly, "yaar" is not
just any friend but an
intimate friend, a buddy
who understands even
one's silence.
"Faridua," a play on the
poet's name, has its own

endearing, ironic
connotations in Hindko
and Punjabi.

The pen, in the stanza
above and in general,
has mystical references.
It is an artifact that
Miguel Cervantes
utilized to masterly
effect. Cervantes is the
Shakespeare of the
Spanish language and
modern Spanish, and
the Spanish novel,
could be said to have
emerged from
Cervantes' pen. "Si
Harfi" or "These
words" could allude to
the word of God. Farid's
reference to the heart,
and penning the poem
after listening to it beat,
resonates with the heart
of the Muslim, whose
heart beats at the
thythm of the heart of
Islam, the Holy Quran.
Bushra Farrukh's
"Mohabattan dey Mizaj
Wakhre" (The Different
Moods of Love), 2012
expresses her love for
the Holy Prophet, may
peace be upon him
(PBUH). Her poem
contains the following
soulful couplet:
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