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Rukhsana Qambar

Pashto is spoken, by
one account, by 68.3%
the households in the
North West Frontier
Province (NWFP,
recently renamed as
Khyber Pakhtunkwha)
and in Karachi, 8.7%
(Harold Schiffman, ed.
Language Policy and
Language Conflict in
Afghanistan and its
Neighbors: The
Changing Politics of
Language Choice, Brill
2011), 63.
International Spread: It
may be an oxymoron, or
self-evident phrase, that
a language is spoken
wherever its native
speakers reside. It is,
however, another
matter whether or not
the local authorities and
local communities
recognize that
language. To frame an
appropriate question:
do the local authorities
recognize Hindko
where 1ts native
speakers have
migrated? It is not too
difficult to discover the
veracity of this
contention.

Belgian
Immigration Office:
European
Reintegration
Network.

Kabul, Afghanistan:
Australian Embassy.
Los Angeles, USA
(urlm.co/www.hazany
law.com)

New York, USA:
Margret Wong and
Associate: "We speak
Chinese (Mandarin
and Cantonese),
Korean, Spanish,
Albanian, Russian,
Taji, French, Tagalog,
Turkish, Uzbek, Urdu,
Punjabi, Hindko,
Pashto, ...."
Denmark. British
Immigration Watch
Toronto, Canada:
Hindko translator and
interpreter

UK: 24-7 Language
Services: Hindko
Interpreting and
translation service.
West Yorkshire,
United Kingdom.
ZipRecruiter
(Keyword search
"Hindk o
Immigration")

"Not precedential: US
Court of Appeals hears

the case of a Pakistani
from the small Hindko
speaking community
in Karachi, Feb, 2009.
hearings into Board of
Immigration Appeals'
("BIA") USA issued an
order dismissing his
appeal from an Urdu,
rather than his native
language of Hindko, 6
Jan,2012.

A God in Every Stone,
Kamila Shamsie, the
idea of an Englishman
wanting to practise
Hindko with any of
their sisters.. 108
After Preliminary
mapping Hindko
speakers in Pakistan
and abroad, we may
conclude that Hindko
is a language that
surpasses the borders
of its native Hazara
region of Pakistan and
spreads across the
globe. Analysis of the
data presented above
yields further
information about the
general nature of its
speakers in the various
parts of the world:

In UK,
immigration is the
main issue for Hindko-
speakers.

In USA and Canada,
search for jobs is the
main issue.

In Australia, marriage
with persons of the
same language group
istheissue.
Commonalty of
language, however,
should not also be

the

Table 2: Mapping Hindko in the World

P
TS  Rntarctica

assumed to be
commonalty of
nationality or religion.
We found tha Indians
and Sikhs also speak
Hindko. It would be
amusing to advertise
for a spouse in one's
language only to find
out that he/she is of a
different religion!

Hindkowan are
identified by areas in

Linguistic
Location of Hindko
The entire region of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
even more so than the
rest of Pakistan is
bilingual, if not
multilingual. Very few
Pashtuns speak only
Pashto, mainly women
and some people in
FATA who do not
venture out of their
environs, (Schiffman,
Language Policy and
Language Conflict in
Afghanistan and its
Neighbours, Footnote
on 64. Many Pashtuns
are trilingual in Pashto,
Urdu and English, or
are native speakers in
four languages
(Hindko, Pashto, Urdu
and English), and in
addition, Dari or
Persian. Thus, as
Harold Schiffman
points out,
"(Christopher)
Shackle (1980) makes
clear how, because of
the necessarily
multilingual nature of
the region, Pashto
cannot fit comfortably

into either the H or L
slot of a simple dither-
or diglossic
formulation". Writing
about Peshawar's
Hindko-speakers
(Schiffman calls it an
"Indo-Aryan language
spoken mostly in the
eastern districts of
KPK"), he further
quotes Shackle:

There can be few
monolingual speakers
(in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa). Some
groups have pers(ian)
as a home language.
Command of Pashto is
increasingly general,
while all educated
speakers are also fluent
in U(rdu). The
Pe(shawari Hindko) of
younger speakers
especially those with
higher education,
tends to contain a
marked proportion of
partially assimilated
elements, especially
from U(rdu) and
P(ashto)" (Christopher
Shackle, "Hindko in
Kohat and Peshawar",
Bulletin of SOAS, 43,
482-510.1980:497.
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