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Rukhsana Qambar

Permeability: The last
Professor Rugqaiya
Hasan coined the term
Permeability in the field
of linguistics, (Ruqaiya
Hasan, "In the Nature of
Language: Reflections
on permeability and
Hybridity", in Donna
R Miller, ed. Hybridity
in Systematic
Functional Linguistics
Grammar, Text and
Discursive Context).
Permeability is the
propensity of, or the
degree to which, a
language possesses the
ability to mix with other
tongues. Prof.Hasan
cautioned against the
dangers of accepting
linguistic mixing
without taking into due
consideration its
context.
Transculturation is the
transformation of a
culture, including its
language, in a different
environment. For
instance, the English
language was and
continues to be
transformed in South
Asia. Spanish in Latin
America is today known

by its national
variations and
differs quite widely:
"Mexicanisms", or
Mexican Spanish, has
its own lexicon and
specialized dictionary,
as do most of the other
countries.

Syncretism: This term
is usually reserved for
religious mixing or
when one religion
absorbs the symbols
and rituals of another
religion. For instance,
in Christianity the
depictions of the Virgin
Mary could become a
black Mary. The strict
and highly ritualized
Catholic Mass, or
religious ceremony,
could incorporate local
embroidery in the
priests' dress,
indigenous musical
instruments, etc. like
religion, cultures and
their languages can
absorb from another
culture its vocabulary,
grammar, syntax and

other parts.
Creolization: Creole
are the people and their
language that

evolved when
Spaniards colonized

Latin America,

including the
Carribbean and other
islands on their ways to
south America.
Creolization is the
mixing of Spanish, or
another foreign and
dominating language,
with the local language
or languages. It is also
geography-specific.
The term Metissage in
French or mestisaje in
Spanish, are usually
applied to the
biological blending or
racial mixing, of
Spanish and Portuguese
with the indigenous and
the African. The terms
creole and mestisajeare
widely used in the Latin
American region.

Persons born in Latin
America, even when
their parents were
purely Spanish, called
themselves creole with
pride to distinguish
themselves from their
colonizers. Creole, or
criollo in Spanish, was
their rallying cry for
freedom against the
gachupins, or Spaniards

“Language that Surpasses Border”

of Spain. Both were
racially white but this
manufactured
difference divided them
irretrievably. The basis
of the criollo/creole
identities and
languages are still
heavily Spanish, with
blending of the local
languages.
Nevertheless, it is a
powerful, and very
hotly contested,
foundation of the
independent identity of
the former Spanish
colonies. In short, Latin
Americans do not
camouflage linguistic
and biological mixing
in shame, but embraced
itproudly.
Hybridity: Anjali
Prabhu considers
metissage,
transculturation

and syncretism as the
"avatars of hybridity"
(Anjali Prabhu,
Hybridity: Limits,
Transformations,
Prospects. New York:
SUNY, 2007). These
avatars or
tranformations, may be

applied to languages
like Hindko that have
their own expanding
in their environs, i.e.,
Punjabi and Pashto.
Therefore, the
following quotation by
Jan Pieterse fits it aptly:
"The importance of
hybridity is that it
problematizes
boundaries" (Jan
Nederveen Pieterse,
"Hybridity, So What?"
The Anti Hybridity
Backlash and the
Riddles of
Recognition," in
Theory Culture and
Society (London: Sage,
2000), 220).

"Problematizing" the
boundaries, or border of
Hindko does not mean
that it is subservient to,
or dependent upon
Punjabi or other
language. Nor does it
mean that the borders
between languages are
so porous that flow
occurs unhindered of
words, ideas grammar,
syntax, lexicon and
more. In Prof Ruqaiya
Hasan's words,
hybridity should be
viewed as
"permeability".

Permeability, in turn,
"does not constitute
license for crossing
boundaries anywhere,
anytime." Hybrid
permeability entails
that it has, "principled
descriptions" of lexico-
grammar and
semantics" (Hasan, "In
the Nature of
Language: Reflections
on Permeability and
Hybridity"). Thus,
hybridity between
language is permitted
only under controlled
and clearly defined and
"principled
descriptions" of lexico,
grammar, semantics,
etc. The "controllers"
are the academicians
who prepare language
dictionaries, poets and
writers, and the public
that determines
widespread use of
"borrowed" or hybrid
words, phrases,
metaphor, grammar, etc
over sustained periods
of time. The resultis the
language, and its
cultur's creolization,
mestisaje,
transculturation
syncretism and
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