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Abstract

This paper posits three
submissions: (1) Hindko
is hybrid. (2) It has a
large and vibrant spread.
(3) Its foundations
include sufi mysticism.
The subsections of the
paper comprise "Hindko
and Hybridity", which
discusses the concepts of
permeability,
creolization, syncretism
and hybridity. Under the
section "Mapping
Hindko", the paper
examines the domestic
and international spread
or use of the Hindko
language. The section on

the "Linguistic
Location of Hindko",
the discussion
revolves around the
rise of Hindko during
the 20th and 21st
centuries. "Syntax of
Hindko Mysticism"
forms the last section. It
examines the mystic
basis and tradition
categorization. It also
analyzes data from
sources on migration,
such as languages
spoken among
immigrant
communities, skills
offered by Pakistanis
living abroad, etc.
Finally, this paper
explores the importance

anguage that Surpasses Border”

of a language in the
larger context of how it
is utilized by its iconic
proponents.

Keywords: hybridity,
spread, immigration,
hijrat, syntax, location,
boundaries, borders
Hindko Hybridity
Hindko's close
relationship with
Punjabi is comparable
to the link between the
Spanish and Catalan
languages. Like
Catalan, it is not merely
a different
pronunciation of

Punjabi but has a rich
vocabulary of its own. A
digression could occur
here into the distinction
between a language,
dialect or accent. For
instance, Dr.Nasir Rana
of the Punjabi
Department of the
University of Punjab,
commenting on
Mukhtar Ali Nayyar's
Tareekh-e-Zaban-o-
Adab-e-Hindko
published in 1995
states, "like Siraiki
Shairi di Mukhtasr
Tareekh, it is a good

book on the history of
the Hindko accent of
Punjabi" (The
emphasis is mine)
However, Dr.Rana also
recognizes the value of
the central Hindko poet,
Ahmad Ali Saein and
record in his wepage
that Afzal Parvez
compiled it in 1978
(http://www.apnaorg.co
m/research -
papers/nasir-rana-1/).
To return to the central
theme of this paper, it is
submitted that the
strength of a language
lies its ability to jump
across linguistic
borders, incorporate
new words and become

a richer language. The
ability of a language to
jump across, or surpass,
linguistic boundaries
can be subsumed under
the theory of hybridity.
In simple words,
hybridity means
blending or mixing. It is
the purview of
tlinguistics and cultural
anthropologists to
discuss to what extent it
this language preamble
and whether it has
undergone
transculturation,
syncretism,
creolization, and/or
hybridity. These
concepts are briefly
described below.
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