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Dr. Rukhsana Qamber
(Islamabad)

Hindko's
Convivencia:
Hindko & National
Integration through
convivencia

Hindko is spoken
mostly in urban areas,
where political debate
occurs on national
integration. Its lexicon
and socio-economic use
is as important as its
political impact today
when Pakistan
celebrated its 70"
anniversary in 2017.
The message conveyed
by its litterateurs adds to
both the country's unity
and diversity, quite
unlike proponents of
other languages who
usually advocate
separate identities.
Hindko and the
Hindkowan are clear
that Pakistan's national
integrity lies in the state
and society's toleration/
peaceful coexistence/
convivencia/ bhaichara.
Hindko's convivencia
and bhaichara is of the
sufi mode. This paper
submits that Hindko

smoothens out friction
between the differences
among Pakistanis and
leads to national
integration.

Below is the
transliteration and
translation of verses by
the Hindko poet
Pervaiz Tarbelvi'. The
reference here is to
Pakistan's national
poet-philosopher,
Muhammad Igbal, and
Tarbelvi advocates
toleration for his
religious beliefs.
Toleration, peaceful
coexistence,
convivencia and
bhaichara are the
hallmarks and guiding
principles for the
country's national
integration, and
provide protection for
the proponents of these
principles.

Assan us to naazbaja
keeta

Jiss hik wanal Khuda
keeta

Mulaan Kufr d
fitwalaa-eyjiste

Ehdes maanhata keeta
We are rightly proud of
him who addresses a
complaint to God!

‘All translation taken

Purely Pakistani:
Hindko in National Integration

from Anwar Dil,
Intercultural Pakistan:
Taxila and Hindko
Region, Contributions
to Pakistan Studies,
vol.45 (San Diego /
Islamabad:

Intercultural Forum
and Peshawar:
Gandhara Hindko
Academy. 2015).
On whom the mullahs
called infidel
This land was gifted to
me by him
Sultan Mir is another
Hindko poet, albeit he
also writes in Urdu. In
this manner, the poet
and his poetry both
reflect Hindko's
capacity for peaceful
coexistence,
convivencia, and
bhaichara with other
languages, especially
in the endeavor to
enhance Pakistan's
national integration:
Jis qaum ki salah hae
manzoor app ko
Socho to dil me yn kon
hae voh qaum?
Aap ho
Bas doosrey ko aapna
bilkul hi kuchh kaho

Hare k apne aap ki
islahmeynlago

The nation that you
wish to help improve
Think in your heart
whatnationis that

You areit!

Do not say anything to
anyone else

Everyone should be
devoted to self-
improvement

(My translation)

Saien Ahmad Ali Irani
One of Hindko's
greatest poets, Ahmad
Ali represents unity in
the diversity of
Pakistan. Though he
chose his pen name
simply as Saien, people
affectionately and
respectfully refer to
him as Saien Baba.
Saien was born in
Peshawar but chose to
live in my hometown of
Rawalpindi. Thus, he
integrated two cities,
two provinces, and
multiple languages. His
message is of peace,
especially peaceful
national integration
convivencia ~ among
diverse religions. This

topic is so very relevant
to Pakistan, especially
during Rawalpindi's
2017 religio-political
protests. Saien Baba
would have stood tall
and apart, impervious
to ridicule for not
condemning idol
worshippers, that is a
hallmark of a mystic,
which he himself
recognized;

Kehndija' h ny annnall
makhooq Saien
Butparasthoke
Musulmaan kiyoon ve
Saien, people say
contemptuously
Being an idol
worshipper, how come
he'saMuslim?

Saien Ahmad Ali has
risen in stature to
become an iconic
figure. His words
attracted many
students, who carried
on his style of
composition. Saien
Baba's way, his answer
to the religious bigots
would have been as
follows, and would
have prevented today
fragmented society,
and added to national
integration by seeking
knowledge, with a

capital “k”.
Saien ilm ne Dasya te
jaanr gyaan

Vasdey andar mere jis
noo abar'r toondhaan
Saien, knowledge
revealed itself to you
The one you seek
outside, outside,
resides within you
Thus, Saien Baba, the
Hindko iconic poet-
philosopher, and the
language of Hindko
itself, adds to
Pakistan's national
integration by
practicing
convivencial peaceful
coexistence/
bhaichara/ toleration
with other faiths and
with knowledge. Like
Saien's dual/hybrid
languages, Hindko is
also a hybrid
language. It not only
surpasses borders but
also, in the sufi mode,
contains the power to
pacifically bring
harmony between
people who speak
different tongues
through:

To be Continued
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