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Abstract:

Hindko is a purely
Pakistani language. Its
geographic spread is
parts of KPK and
northwest Punjab, and
patches where the
Hindkowans reside or
have migrated. Its basic
spillover does not cross
into Afghanistan or into
India, unlike several
other languages spoken
as mother tongue in
Pakistan. Being
indigenous, it 1is
important to examine
Hindko's contribution
to the problematic issue
of Pakistan's national
integration. The
message conveyed by
its literatures adds to
both the country's
diversity and unity,
quite unlike proponents
of other languages who
advocate separate
identities. This point is
pivotal to Pakistan as
the country suffered
language riots in the
1950s, civil war in the
1970s and loss of its
majority population
over the issue of

language. Its
breakaway East
Pakistan, now
Bangladesh, is the only
cou8ntry in the world
whose national
monument 1s to
language. Thus,
language issues are
central to Pakistan's
integration. This paper
also briefly makes a
comparison with
Catalonia, whose
political 1identity is
bases on language
differentiation, and its
consequences. About 4
million persons, mostly
in urban areas, speak
Hindko, and its lexicon
and cultural use is as
important as 1its
political impact, which
this paper explores at
this juncture in time,
when Pakistan last year
celebrated its 70"
anniversary.
Keywords:
Convivencia, peaceful
coexistence,
fissiparous, separatist,
secessionist,
irredentism, bhaichara,
pluralism.
National Integration
theory

The language

Purely Pakistani:
Hindko in National Integration

of Hindko is amenable
to national integration
theory as outlined
below. It is especially
open to application of
the integrative concept

of linguistic
convivencia.

(0} Nations
integrate when their
citizens live peaceably
despite their diversity
in language, religion,
politics, ethnicity, and
other socio-economic
factors. Hindko fulfills
this condition.

(4] Language
hegemony and
discrimination against
specific mother
tongues can lead to
national disintegration,
as happened to
Pakistan in 1971.
Hindko avoids such
linguistic hegemony. It
also does not
discriminate against
the other languages
that are spoken in
Hindko-dominated
areas.

0} National
integration 1s
strengthened by

linguistic
Convivencia, which
Hindko exemplifies.
Convivencia®

The Spanish term
convivencia fully
applies to Hindko and
people who speak
Hindko, i.e., the
Hindkowan. The
concept of convivencia
applies to communities
that are pluralistic in
terms of language,
religion, ethnicity,
class and / or other
factors. People aiming
for disintegrative,
fissiparous,
breakaway, separatist
or with secessionist
tendencies
continuously challenge
such communities and
nations. In addition,
nations and
communities with
multiple identities and
loyalties face
irredentism, which is
movement towards
breakaway to join
another nation with the
same language,
religion, etc.

Convivencia holds
pluralistic nations
together and enhances

their national

integration as it

signifies:

‘Peaceful coexistence;
Open-=-or

broadmindedness;

‘Non-interference;
‘Forbearance, or act of
tolerating especially of
what is not actually
approved;
Unconditional
acceptance as opposed
to prejudice;
-Toleration, as opposed
to tolerate that only

puts with,
countenances or
suffers.

‘In short, in Urdu its
bhaichara.

Hindko fulfills all the
above criteria for
national integration
under convivencia.
Though the picture
below is from Islamic
Spain (711-1492), it
could be applied
'International
conference
“Convivencia and Lost
Paradises: Visions of
al-Andauls in Spanish-
Language and Islamic
Literatures” Al-

Akhawayn University,
Ifrane, Morocco, May
24-26,2002, organized
by the Al Fahd Center
for Middle Eastern
Studies, University of
Arkansas and Al-
Akhawayn University.
Paper presented “Al-
Andalus in South Asian
Imagination & South
American Reality”.

To any Hindkowan and
another person from
any other linguistic or
cultural group; Under
Islamic Spain
convivencia prevailed
in most parts of the
Spanish peninsula, i.e.,
Spain and Portugal.
The picture below
depicts two men,
Muslim and Christian,
peacefully engaged in
the game of chess.
Each is dressed
differently and this
indicates that they had
separate religious,
cultural and linguistic
identities.
Nevertheless, they
lived not in isolation or
conflict, but in
harmony, convivencia,
and bhaichara.

national integration.

To be Continued
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