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A long tradition of
controversy began with
the contrasting results
of the two studies,
Scarborough et al.
(1984) and potter et al.
(1984). Some of the
studies supported
separate conceptual
stores for the two
languages, whereas the
others supported
common conceptual
stores for the two

is undoubtedly the
most influential model
of bilingual memory
so far though it has
dominated the field for
more than one and a
half decade. In this
study, using the
experimental tasks of
picture naming, single
word translation and
word naming, the
researchers were able
to show that the two
hypotheses put
forward by Potter et al.

languages

somehow
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of a
bilingual. Another
significant study that
further tested and
established
potter et al. his claim
was carried out by
Kroll and Stewart
(1994). This study was
actually a culmination
series of
experiments which
started with Kroll and
Curley in 1988. It was
the study that led to the
formulation of the
Revised Hierarchical
(RHM,
henceforth) of
bilingual memory
representations, which

(1984) , namely: word
association and
concept mediation, in
fact formed a
hierarchy  word
association worked at
lower second language
proficiency and
concept mediation
came into play after the
bilingual had acquired
a certain higher level
of proficiency in the
second language.

Thus, the resulting
model, the RHM,
favored two separate
lexicons butacommon
conceptual store for
the two languages of a
bilingual. It also
proposed asymmetry
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Trilingual Memory and Lexical Access:
A Phenomenological Perspective

between L1 and L2

processing, and a
developmental shift in
bilinguals. The model
also throws
considerable light on
the types of links that
exist between the two
lexicons and also with
the non-linguistic
conceptual memory. In
a later work, Kroll and
Stewart's (1994) study,
through rigorous
experimentation tested
the claims of the RHM.
This study though
suppressed the
separate/common
conceptual store
controversy by lending
strong support to
Potter et al. (1984) but
at the same time gave
rise to some new
controversies.

The RHM has, thus far,
been the most popular
model attempting to
explain bilingual
m e m o r y
representations.
Though the model has
been repeatedly
challenged yet has

SadSise e
PSRV TSN 111

i T NL s

stood the tests largely
due to its ability to
effectively explain the
m e m o r y
representations of a
bilingual speaking any
two languages and its
capability of showing
the types of
connections between
the two lexicons and
how the connection
strengths vary with
change in proficiency
and thus accounts for
the developmental
shift in bilinguals. In a
later study, further
support has been lent
to the RHM by
Comesana, Soares,
and Lima (2010), who
using a translation
recognition task
validated its claims
that L2 is lexically
mediated at low L2
proficiency, while the
conceptual links
between L2 lexicon
and conceptual
memory are initially
established through
L1

Another strength of the

RHM isthatitisableto
elucidate how
bilinguals access
words from the two
lexicons at different
proficiency levels, and
is thus able to throw
considerable light on
lexical processing in
bilinguals. A number
of the studies have
been carried out to
explain such
controversial issues in
lexical processing as
selective vs.
nonselective lexical
selection. A significant
model explaining
lexical processing in
bilinguals is
Schwieter's (2007)
Selection by
Proficiency (SbP)
Model formulated
using word translation
and picture naming
tasks and is able to
account for lexical
processing in both
highly proficient and
less proficient
bilinguals. Moreover,
the SbP model, like the
RHM, claims
developmental shift in
bilinguals and
somehow resolves the

controversy of
selective vs,
nonselective lexical
selection by showing
the selective nature of
lexical processing in
more proficient
bilinguals and
nonselective nature in
less proficient ones. In
a more recent study,
Schwieter and
Sunderman (2009),
using picture naming
and word translation
tasks further establish
what the RHM offers
on lexical processing
that less proficient L2
learners lexically
mediate (through L1
with the help of lexical
association) their L2,
while more proficient
bilinguals are able to
conceptually mediate
(directly access the
nonverbal conceptual
memory) their second
language. It seems
obvious that the RHM
has been serving as a
guiding star in the
study of bilingual
lexical processing as
well.

To be continued
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