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Dr. Aneela Gill
(NUML, Islamabad)

Abstract:

The present study set out
to examine two of the
psycholinguistic
phenomena, trilingual
memory and lexical
a ¢ ¢c e s s ,
phenomenologically
without disregarding the
insight gained from
psycholinguistic studies
Employing the
phenomenological
framework, lived
experiences of Punjabi-
Urdu-English (P-U-E)
trilingual were explored
in order to find out the
processes these trilingual
utilized for learning and
using the three
languages. Three of the
phenomenological
methods: semi-
structured life world
interviews , focus group
discussions and essay
writing, were used for
eliciting the experiences
of 33 P-U-E trilingual
participants, chosen
from three different age
groups (18-23 years, and
50-60 years or above) to
observe developmental
changes in the over a
long period of time. Data
explication was carried

out using
Hycner's(1985)15-step
process, especially
formulated for keeping
the essence of the
participants' experiences
of the phenomena intact.
Major findings were:
(1)the effect of the age of
acquisition on the
learningof new
languages, L2 as well as
L3, (2) Dependence on
Urdu for using English,
(3) Developmental
aspect, (4) The need to
exert a conscious control
for stopping interference
from the other two
languages in order to
speak one language
consistently, and (5)
proficiency as the most
significant factor in
lexical selection.

Keywords:
Trilingual memory, P-U-
E trilingual, lexical
access, phenomenology,
lived experience.

Pakistan is richly
blessed with languages.
Bilingualism and
Multilingualism are
every day experiences
with the people of
Pakistan as most of the
Pakistanis in general and
the literate population of
Pakistan in particular is
able to speak more than

Trilingual Memory and Lexical Access:
A Phenomenological Perspective

one languages. Most of
the literate population in
this country has been
observed to be trilingual
as they speak a regional
language (Punjabi,
Pushto, Sindhi, etc.) as
their first language (L T),
they start speaking Urdu
as their second language
(L 2) when they start
going to school, and
later on when it comes to
higher education and
professional life, they
gain a reasonable
proficiency in English,
which becomes their
third language (L3). In
this way, they become
trilinguals, in the literal
sense of the term, using
three languages on
regular basis, in most of
the cases. Keeping this
situation in view, it can
be said that the study of
bilingualism and
multilingualism holds
great potential in a
country like Pakistan.
Taking a step forward,
the present study sets out
to explore the memory
of the individuals who
are trilinguals, that is,
speak three languages.
For this purpose, the

study will delimit itself
to the trilinguals who
speak Punjabi, Urdu and
English, and will refer to
them as P-U-E
trilinguals.

Tt was during the middle
of the last century that
bilingual memory
became a subject of
interest, that how
individuals speaking
two languages organized
their memories for two
languages and interacted
with them as compared
to monolinguals. Tt is
worth. Mentioning here
that a systematic study
of bilingual memory
began with Weinreich
(1953), who was the first
to propose a lexical-
conceptual distinction in
bilingual memory, that
separate stores for verbal
and nonverbal memory,
and also put forward
three discrete types of
bilingual memory
systems, namely:
coordinate, compound
and subordinate.
Weinreich's formulation
led to a whole long
tradition of research in
the field of bilingual

memory, which
continues till today.
Most of the subsequent
researches focused on
investigating the lexical-
conceptual distinction in
bilingual memory.

Another significant
contribution in the field
has been ascribed to
Kolers (1963), who with
the help of an
experimental study on
bilinguals, was able to
establish that there were
two weinreich's (1953)
lexical-conceptual
distinction a step further
by indicating a
possibility for two
separate memory stores
for the two languages of
a bilingual. Later,
Scarborough, Gerard,
and Cortes (1984),
through an experimental
study using word
recognition task, not
only validated Kolers,
findings, but went
further in pointing out
that the two lexical
stores of a bilingual had
two separate conceptual
stores. In the same way,
Kolers's findings
stimulated a number so
subsequent to researches
of substantial
significance to the field.

One such study was
carried out by potter, So,
Eckardt, and Feldman
(1984), who attempted
to determine the types of
links between the two
separate lexicons of a
bilingual. They put
forward two hypotheses:
word association, where
second language words
were not directly
associated with first
language words but both
the lexicons were
associated with a
common non-linguistic
conceptual system.
Using experimental
tasks of word naming,
single word translation,
and picture naming, the
researchers were able to
show that there was no
direct association
between the two
lexicons, but strongly
supported a common
conceptual
representation for the
two languages of a
bilingual. The study,
thus, stood in direct
contrast to Scarborough
et al's (1984) study,
which had favored two
separate conceptual
stores for the two
languages of a bilingual.

To be continued
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