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Mian karim-Ullah
Qureshi Karnahi

Kundalshahi:
Kundalshahi language is
a hidden treasure
because linguists could
not have traced its roots
and actual land of its
speakers. It too is strange
that its speakers are not
aware about its name
“Kundalshahi”.
Kundalshahi, they
consider as the name of
their residential area
falling in District and
Tehsil Athmagam in
Neelum-Valley, Azad
Kashmir. Kundalshahi is
a fantastic and magical
language and needs to be
unveiled. Its speakers
call it Boli (Dialect) and
are of view that it is
nearer to Kashmiri, butin
real sense there is not any
commonality in between
Kashmiri and
Kundalshahi. The village
in which Kundalshahi
language is spoken is
named Durl in historical
books, but today because
of Kundalshahi language
the village is known as
Kundalshahi especially,
in younger generation.
Durl was once a
headquarter of Durl
regime. (12)

The village Durl is about

60km away to East from
Muzaffarabad and is
situated at the bank of
river Kishan-Ganga
today called Neelum.
Maximum, about 1000
families are speaking
Kundalshahi but it is
strange that habitants of
native villages
surrounding Durl cannot
speak and understand
even a word of
Kundalshahi, whereas,
Kundalhahi speakers
can easily speak and
understand Pahari
language of native
villages. s

Dr. Kh. Abdur Rehman
of Neelam Valley has got
his PhD degree for
writing his thesis on
Kundalshahi, but his
research work has not
been made public so far.
There is no written
material in Kundalshahi,
but some leamnt speakers
of it are trying to write it
in Persian script. As far
as its folklore 1is
concerned, the language
is also very poor and this
lack gives birth to
different questions about
its speakers, who
according to some, were
made to migrate from
their actual land because
of their aggressive
activities, but God

knows better what the

reality is. Anyhow
Kundalshahi language is
very interesting subject
for the linguists and
researchers to provoke
into the matter and
unveil the realities for
the information of new
generation and also to
fill the vacuum of the
linguistic history.
Broshiski:

Broshiski is one of the
oldest and unique
language of the world.
Its speakers are Brosho.
Brosho dynasty includes
Tatari mughals, Tatari
Hunz, Kargherz,
Badakhshami, Baltistani
(Balti) and Wakhen
(wakhy) etc. According
to some researchers,
Broshos are actually a
sub-tribe of Hunz who
migrated themselves
from North-Western
areas along river
Hawang, China, to
present Karakoram,
HinduKush and
Himalayan areas. (13)
At present, this language
is being spoken in three

Jammu & Kashmir

vallies of northern areas
i.e. Hunza, Nagar and
Yasin, with a little
difference from valley to
valley, with regards to
manner of articulation.

According to research of
Dr. Shehnaz Saleem
Hunzaii, Broshiski is
one among twelve
languages of the world
such as Basque and
Finnish etc. which has
not so far related to any
linguistic dynasty.
Linguists have termed
such languages as isolate
languages. It too is very
strange that the language
which is surroundedby
three linguistic dynasties
i.e Indo-European, Altai

and Tibeti is still an
isolate language.
Research work in

Broshiski was started in
1930 when D. R.
Laramar invented its
alphabets in Roman
script to bring it to
literally position and
wrote some initial books
in this Language,
whereas from 1970 to
1980 Prof. Harman

Bargar,

University,
proper,
out its first Broshiski-

German Dictionary.
After said professor, his

assistant Sky Hauk
undertook the work on
Broshiski of Nagar and

got published a famous
Broshiski folk-tale Libi

Kisar.

Hunza Proverbs. Many
other European linguists
also undertook the

development work of
Broshiski, but being

non-Broshiski there
work needs to be

rechecked and
corrected. Prominent

linguist, religious

scholar, poet and writer

of Broshiski Prof.
Allama Naseer-ud-Din
Naseer Hunzaii (sitara-
e-imtiaz) formed the
script of Broshiski in
1940. In 1980, he
established Broshiski

academy. Head office of
said academy is in

Karachi and its three

head of
Hinduology department
of Hydal Berg
terming
previous script not
invented new
alphabets and brought

Similarly a
Canadian linguist Ateen-
e-Tafoo worked on
Broshiski, spoken in
Yasin valley and brought
out a book entitled

sub-offices are also
established at

Islamabad, Gilgit and
Hunza. Prof. Hunzaii

wrote 9 books on
different subjects in
Broshiski and Broshiski
academy has brought out
its first volume of
Broshiski dictionary
which was published by
Editing, Publishing and
Translation department
of Karachi University,
whereas, the work on
second and third volume
is in progress. The
project of Broshiski
dictionary was initiated
by Prof Hunzaii. In
addition to dictionary,
said professor's last two
books Shamole Boke and

Jawahir Paarey are also

published by aforesaid
department of Karachi
University. (13)

To sum it up, we can say
that among other
languages of Jammu and
Kashmir, Broshiski has
gotits status of a literally
language, but it still
needs to be related with
any linguistic dynasty.
So linguists need to
divert their attention
towards this serious and
lingering situation.

To be continued
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