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Mian karim-Ullah
Qureshi Karnahi

The treasure of Pahari
language all that was
written in Sharda script in
poetry and prose was
destroyed because of the
tragedies that occurred in
time to time. Sharda script
is also known as 7Zundey
Mundey being used by
Hindu businessmen. In
shape of classical literature
of Pahari mathnavi Saif-ul-
malook of Mian
Mohammed Bakhash,
Ahwal-ul-Akhirat and
Qissa-sul-mukhseneen of
Molvi Dilpazeer and some
other books comprising on
poetry are of great
importance. Whereas. in
latest and famous literature
there are hundreds of books
in Pahari, published in
government and private
sector in both the parts of
the State i.c. occupied and
free. In occupied Kashmir
the Academy of Art,
Culture and Languages has
undertaken the
development work of
Pahari language since 1st
August 1978, the day of
establishment of its Pahari
section. Among important
Pahari books of the
academy are Asta Adab, an
anthology. quarterly
Sheeraza and some special
numbers such as Mian
Mohammed Bakhsh
number, Prem Chand
number, Lalded number,
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Nanga Baji number, Babaj
Larvi number and Sher-e-
Kashmir number. All the
Pahari sounds except its
retroflex nasal sound can
casily be written in Persian
script. For retroflex sound
the Pahari's have adopted
the sound (alphabet)
invented by Saraiki
scholars. This particular
sound is common in
Saraiki, Punjabi, Hindko,
Pothohari and Gojri
language. In addition to the
retroflex nasal sound,
seventeen semi-aspirates
and one semi-nasal sound
has also been invented in
Pahari. These semi-
aspirates and semi-nasal
sound too is existing in the
phonology of above
mentioned languages. but,
except a few, their
speaker's like Pahari
speakers are not serious
about the adoption of these
sounds. Including all these
newly invented sounds
(alphabets) the consonants
of Paharireach to 66and its
vowels are 19, equal to the
vowels of Hindi language.
As far Pahari's sound
system is concerned, it has
very close relations with
Hindko. Punjabi, Saraiki,
Pothohari, Gojri and
Dogri. But, the Dogri
differs from Pahari
because of its Deve-Nagri
Script.

Dogri:
Dogri is being spoken in
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three districts of Jammu

province i.e. Jammu,
Udham pure and Kathoa.
Dogri also falls under
Indo-Aryan dynasty of
languages. According to
most linguists Dogri is
very close to Pahari. A
famous Dogri scholar and
linguist Ramesh Chandra
Dograwrites that:
“According to
language hand
book on mother
languages,
Dogri and
Kangri dialects
show much
closeness to
Western Pahari
and it may be
m o r e
appropriate to
consider Dogri
and Kangri as a
combined sub-
groups of
dialects in the
Western Pahari
region.
However, this
position needs
verification.”(2

Dogri speakers because of
their language Dogri are
called Dogras. Dogri
language is very rich in

Languages of
Jammu & Kashmir

Part-lll

both classic and latest
literature. Among its
classic literature, the
poetry of one Lala Ram
Dhan passed in early
twenticth century is of a
great importance.
Hundreds of books and
journals are published in
Dogri in government and
private sector. Among the
books published in
government sector
anthology Sada Adab and
bi-monthly Sheeraza are
known as notable
publications of the
Academy of Art, Culture
and Languages, Srinagar
Jammu.

The main difference other
than its script in between
Dogri and other languages
i.c. Pahari, Punjabi,
Hindko, Pothohari and
Saraiki is its manner of
articulation, which
separates it from above
mentioned languages.
Gojri:

Gojri is the language of
Gujjar and Bakkarwaal
tribes of Jammu and
Kashmir. Gojritoo falls
under Indo-Aryan dynasty
of languages and its
speakers claim that it is
second large language of
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the state. But, this claim of
their, is debatable. Gojri
like Kashmiri, Pahari and
some other languages of
Jammu and Kashmiris also
included in eighteen
national languages of
Pakistan. Gojri like Pahari
is also being spoken
outside the state and
because of its ancient
literature called Daccani
Urdu it is known as one of
the oldest languages of the
state.

Gojri like Pahari, Kashmiri
and some other languages
is also being written in
Persian script and number
of its consonants according
to the research of this
writer is equal to Paharii.e.
66, but according to a
prominent Gojri scholar
Dr. Sabir Afaaqi who
according to some Gujjar
scholars was an authority
on Gojri language, Gojri
consonants are 52 and
vowels according to him
are 9. Anyhow, Gojri
scholars have not reached
to final decision in this
respect. There is great
similarity in between Gojri
and Pahari with regards to
their retroflex nasal
sounds. retroflex sounds
and semi-aspirate sounds.
Signs (alphabets) for
retroflex and retroflex
nasal sounds have been
invented and introduced.
But, the 17 semi-aspirates
are not introduced in Gojri,
sofar.
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Gojri according to
Dr.Grierson belongs to
Meos tribes and to some
extent it is similar to
Mewati language.
According to Grierson the
ethnologist in spite of a
long research could not
have traced the homeland
of Meos. Grierson's
version with respect to
Gojri language is as under:
“Putting the
linguistic
position of
Gojri in its
broadest
terms, we may
say that it is
related to the
dialects of
East Central
Rajputana and
that its closest
relative 1is
Mehwati.”(6)
Printing and publication
work in Gojri is being
carried out in Jammu and
Kashmir, both in
government and private
sector and hundreds of
books on different subjects
in prose and poetry have
been brought out since
1978, the day when Gojri
section was established in
the Academy of Art,
Culture and Languages,
Srinagar. In addition to
many special numbers
anthology Maharo Adab
and quarterly Sheeraza are
the main Gojri publications
of the said academy

To be continued
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