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Qureshi Karnahi

Kashmiri:

Kashmiri the identity of
the state of Jammu and
Kashmir is the largest
language of the state and
falls among cighteen
Pakistani languages
according to the
registration by the
“Pakistani zubaanyn
department of Allama
Igbal open University
Islamabad ™.

Kashmiri language beside
of its particular arca
(Kashmir Valley) is also
being spoken in other
areas of the state adjacent
to Valley. In occupied state
the Kashmiri speaking
areas are Ramban,
Kishtwar, Bhaderwah,
Karnah and Poonch.
Whereas, in Azad
Kashmir the Kashmiri
speakers are residing in
Neelam Valley, Leepa
valley and old area of
Muzaffarabad city. (4)
According to G.4
Grierson and other
European linguists
Kashmiri falls under Indo-
Aryan dynasty of
languages, but one Dr.

Bukhari a veteran
Kashmiri linguist differs
with GA Grierson linking

Muhammad Yousaf

Kashmiri language with
“Turani”, the language of
Turk, Tatatari and
Turkman tribes of central
Asia.(4) Anyhow, Dr.
Bukhari has got no vast
acceptance for his views.
Dr. GA Grierson in proof
ofhis claim says:

“To the
philologists
Kashmiri is a
language of
great
importance,

as it is the

o n 1 vy
example of

an Aryan
languagein

the condition

of being
converted
from an
analytic to a
synthetic
language™.(5

Kashmiri's script has
remained changing in
time to time, such as
Sharda, Gurmukhi and
Persian. But at present it
is being written in Persian
script like all other
languages of the state
except Ladakhi and
Dogri, as these two
languages are being
written in Ladakhi and
Deve-Nagri script,
respectively. For some
unique and specific

Languages of

Jammu & Kashmir

sounds of Kashmiri not
writable in Persian script,
some special alphabets
are designed. In Kashmiri
there are 42 consonants
and 16 vowels. Kashmiri
is very rich in classic and
latest literature. Gulraize,
a book of poctry by
Magbool Shah Kralwari
is as famous and
important in classic
literature of Kashmiri as
Saif-ul-malook in Pahari's
classic literature is.
Similarly, kalaam-e-
Sheikh-ul-Alam, poetry of
Sheikh Noor-ud-Din Wali
in classic literature of
Kashmiri language is
worldly known and is as
important as Mathnavi of
Molana Rome is. Both of
these classical books,
because of their
importance have been
translated in different
languages, published in
government and private
sector. The treasure of
thousands of Kashmiri
books compromising on
poetry and prose is
available. Anthology
Sone Adab and
Sheeraza(some other
special numbers) are

famous among the books
being published in
government sector in
Jammu and Kashmir
Academy of Art, Culture
and Languages, Srinagar,
since its establishment in
the decade of 60's.

Pahari:

Pahari is the second large
language of Jammu and
Kashmir and falls under
Pishacha or Dardi group
of languages which is a
sub-group of Indo-Aryan
dynasty of languages. As
defined by G.A Grierson,
Pahari has its three main

Garwal, we have

the central Pahari
languages
kumaoni and
Garwali. Finally
in the west we
have the western
Pahari languages
spoken in
Jaunsar, Bawar,
The Simla hill
states, Kulu,
Mandiand Suket,
Chamba and
Western
Kashmir”.(6)

GA Grierson, no doubt

has made the study of

Pahari language casy to

some extent by dividing it

in three groups, but as far

Western Pahari is

concerned, he looks

confused, because of its
rapid flow like a river that
made him to name it an

groups and each of its

unspecified Pahari in
group is being spoken in

view of its several dialect.

different arcas. Hesays:

According to G.4 “Western

Grierson: Pahari
“The Pahari consists of
language falls a great
into three main number of
groups. In the dialects
extreme cast varying
there is Khas- almost
Kura or Eastern from hill to
Pahari, hill”. (6)

commonly called
Nepali, the Aryan
language spoken
in Nepal. Next
inkumaon and

Pahari language and its
specakers arc called
Pahari because of
mountains. Mountains

have been termed as a
special residence of
Khasha tribes of Aryans
by the historians. “Pahari
speakers are scattered all
over in hamalian hills
from eastto west™. (7)
Pahari language belongs
to Khasha tribes of
Aryans who according to
historians have ruled once
over Kashmir, Kashgar
and Chitral. GA Grierson
in this aspect says:
“It is probable
that they once
occupicd an
important
position in
Central Asiaand
those countries,
places and
rivers, such as
Kashmir,
Kashgar in
Central Asiaand
Kashgar of
Chitral were
named after
them™. (6)
At present like some other
important languages of
the state Pahari too is
beieng written in Persian
script, whereas.its ancient
script was sharda
invented in Sharda Peth
(Sharda University) then
established in Sharda
village of Neelam Valley
of Azad Kashmir, by the
Budh scholars in the
regimes of Ashoka

To be continued
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