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Qureshi Karnahi

Abstract:

The state of Jammu and
Kashmir situated in the
heart of asia, being called a
“Heaven on the Earth™ is
notonly known all over the
world for its natural beauty
and unique geographical
position but, also known
for its more than four
dozen languages and
dialects, for which some
linguists also name it a
“mini Pakistan”. The
languages and dialects of
Jammu and Kashmir differ
from cach other due to its
different geographical
regions as in Jammu
region Dogriis main and
dominating language,
whercas Pahari, Punjabi,
Gojri, Pogli, Bhaderwahi,
kashmiri and some other
languages arc also there to
incrcasc the linguistic
richness of the region.
Whereas in Kashmir
Valley the Kashmiri
language is dominating
onc and among other
languages Pahari, Gojri,
Punjabi, Shena (Dardi),
Pashto and Kohistani are
also being spoken in some
specific parts of the valley,
but, Pahari and Gojri
speakers are settled all
over the valley to represent
their languages. Similarly
in Ladakh region there is
Ladakhi and in Gilgit
Baltistan Shena (Dardi)
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and Broshiski are the main
languages whereas, some
other regional dialects
also exists means of
communication among
the people. It is notable
that small languages and
dialects have no written
literature but., only
folklore. The magical
state of Jammu and
Kashmir has remained a
very interesting field for
linguistic research for
European linguists, since
a long back. The article
under study is unveiling
several hidden things and
spcaks about all these
linguistic realities of
Jammu and Kashmir, the
paradise on earth. The
article also speaks about
old historical linguistic
relations of Jammu and
Kashmir and Pakistan,
especially with regards to

Paharia Linguafranca.
Key Words:

Pahari, Gojri, Urdu,
Punjabi, Dogri, Shena

(Dardi), Broshiski,
Ladalhi, Tibetan, Pashto,
Kohistani, Kundalshahi

Introduction:

The Himalian state,
Jammu and Kashmir,
which is called jugular
vein of Pakistan,
comprising on eighty four
thousand, four hundred
and scventy onc (84471)
square miles(7), has four
natural geographical
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Languages of

Jammu & Kashmir

regions namely Kashmir
Valley including Azad
Kashmir, Jammu region,
Ladakh and Gilgit
Baltistan. All these
regions have a good
number of their regional
languages, as the main
languages being spoken in
Kashmir valley arc Pahari,
Gojri, Punjabi, Shena,
Balti, Pashto and
Kohistani. In Jammu
region there are Dogri,
Pahari, Punjabi, Gojri,
Bhaderwahi and some
other dialects. In Ladakh
region Ladakhi is main
language and few other
regional languages such
as Tibetan, Urdu and Balti
are also being spoken. The
language being spoken as
a lingua franca between
visitors, cmployeces and
business men in the region
is Urdu. In Gilgit Baltistan
region, other than some
regional dialects Balti,
Shena (Dardi), Chitrali
and Broshiski are the main
languages. Total number
of languages and dialects
being spoken in all over
aforementioned regions of
the state according to
Ramesh Chandera
Dograa prominent
linguist and rescarcher is

52 (2). But, our main topic
in this article, arc the
languages mentioned
above against each region.
All the languages of
Jammu and Kashmir
except Ladakhi and
Tibetan belong to Indo-
Aryan dynasty of
languages whercas:
Ladakhi and Tibetan fall
under Tibetan dynasty.
Urdu:
Being a national language
Urdu is well known to us
and need not to discuss its
historical background.
But, it seems proper to
state briefly for a ready
reference that:
“Urdu because of
its coming into
gxistence in
subcontinent
(Hindustan) was
being called
some time
Hindvi and some
time Hindi. It
took seven
hundred years i.c.
1100 to 1800 AD
to name Hindvi
or Hindi to
Daccani, Rekhta,
Hindustani,
Urdu-e-moalla
and finally
Urdu™.(3)
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In spite of hundred yecars
research, the linguists
have not agreed on the
origin of Urdu except this
that Urdu have came into
existence in subcontinent
after muslim invaders,
but they have not pen
pointed its actual place
and source.

Urdu is an official
language of both the parts
(occupied and free) of
Jammu and Kashmir and
is being spoken
throughout the state as a
lingua franca, especially
in between Kashmiri
speakers and the speakers
of other regional
languages. In occupied
Kashmir most of like
other regional languages
its development and
projection is continued
on priority basis in both
public and private
sectors. The languages
and arts department
namely “The Academy of
Art, Culture and
Languages™ situated in
Srinagar, the capital of
occupied state was
established by the
government in the decade
of 60's in which research
and publication work in
main regional languages
including Urdu is being
done at high level. The
main publications of
aforementioned
academy., being
published in all
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languages are. its
monthly Sheeraza and
anthology called Hamara
Adabin Urdu. Both of
these publications of the
said academy have got
international fame
because of research
oriented material of
international level.
Recently two research
scholars of Azad Kashmir
namely Saeed Arshed and
ZaffarYasmeen have got
there M. Phil degrees on
Sheeraza and Hamara
Adab respectively, from
Allama Igbal open
University Islamabad.
The commonality in
Urdu and other regional
languages of Jammu and
Kashmir except Ladakhi
and Dogri is their script
known as “Persian
Script”. To make one
known about
involvement and skill of
learned Kashmir is with
regards to Urdu, it will be
more appropriate to state
that Dr. Gopi Chand
Narang during his stay at
Srinagar gave final touch
to his worldly known
Urdu publication “Imla
nama” (a book that
teaches how to read and
write Urdu) in Kashmir
University Srinagar, with
collaboration of Dr.
Hamdi Kashmiri a
prominent son of the soil
(Kashmir Valley).

To be continued
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