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Results:

The interview data, from
twelve participants three
from cach age group,
revealed that Punjabi
being the first language
was acquired
unconsciously. Majority
of the participants had
also learnt Urdu
unconsciously either
simultaneously with
Punjabi or shortly after it.
Learning of English,
which started at the age of
11 or 12, was considered a
difficult experience by
almost all of the
participants and they
associated this experience
with a number of
difficultiecs. However,
they did not associate any
difficulties with the
learning of Urdu. During
the initial period of
lecarning English,
dependence on Urdu for
speaking English, in the
form of implicit
translation, was found to
be a common experience
with all the twelve
participants, however, the
participants from the
second and third age
groups reported that the
dependence reduced with
the passage of time, and
finally came to an end and
presently they were able
to use English

independently of Urdu
most of the time. The
participants also shared
that a hesitation with the
speaking of English was
also commonly
¢xpericnced 1n the
beginning which came to
an end with the passage of
time in the case of
majority of the
participants from the
second and third age
groups. Consciousness of
the other two languages
when speaking any one of
the three languages,
particularly when
speaking L3, was also
found to be a common
experience with all the
participants and for
specaking their L3
consistently most of the
participants agreed on
putting a conscious effort,
however, half of the
participants from the third
age group thought that
with their increased L2
proficiency, stopping
interference from the
other two languages and
sticking to one was not
very difficult for them.
The participants from all
the three age groups
agreed that they found it
easier to speak pure
Punjabi and pure English,
with mixing the other two
languages into them, but
they found it hard to speak
pure Urdu as they were

Trilingual Memory and Lexical
Access: A Phenomenological

Perspective

used to mixing the words
from their other two
languages into them, but
they found it hard to speak
pure Urdu as they were
used to mixing the words
from their other two
languages into Urdu,
particularly from English.
The data from the two
FGDs, one with 6
participants from the first
age group and the second
also with 6 participants 3
from second age group
and 3 from the third age
group, revealed more or
less the same results as
had already been yielded
by the interview data.
Only one addition that
was made by the members
of second FGD was that if
it was demanded by the
situation, they made
themselves speak one
language consistently,
without mixing words
from the other two
languages.

Nine P-U-E trilinguals,
three from each age group,
wrote essays to share their
experiences of learning
and using the three
languages. The results
from essay writing data
were again not very
different from the results
already obtained from

Part-I11

Semi-structured lifeworld
interviews and FGDs, and
thus lent support to the
results obtained from the
other two data sources.
The results of the
study clearly show that
most of the P-U-E
trilinguals are balanced,
simultaneous bilinguals in
the case of Punjabi and
Urdu, which means that
they are equally proficient
in their L1 and L2 as they
acquire them more or less
simultancously. However,
they start learning
English, their L3, quite
late around the age of
twelve and face many
difficulties in acquiring a
reasonable proficiency in
their L3. During their
early years of L3 learning,
they implicitly translate
from Urdu to English.
Nonetheless, this
dependence on Urdu
decreases with the
increasing proficiency in
English and finally comes
to end after having used
English for a fairly long
period of time. The study,
therefore, provides a clear
evidence for the element
of developmental shift as
with an increase in L3
proficiency, the

dependence on L2
decreases. The results also
reveal that there never
develops a strong link
between Punjabi and
English as the P-U-E
trilinguals learn English
with the help of Urdu and
develop a dependence on
it, which is never the case
with Punjabi. After using
L3 for long time, it
becomes, for some P-U-E
trilinguals, more
dominant a language than
their L2 or L1. In short, the
present study validates the
results of psycholinguistic
experimental studies
qualitatively using the
phenomenological
paradigm which
emphasizes the
importance of lived
experiences of the
participants.
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