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Dr. Rukhsana Qamber
(Islamabad)
Hindko's Convivencia:
To explain the importance
of Hindko and its role in
national integration, it is
necessary to understand
the importance of
language in general. It is
submitted that one speaks
what is in his/her heart
and nature, what is
intrinsically one's
character, feelings, and
outlook. These
characteristics are
expressed in one's
language. Languages are
designed according to the
user's requirements,
habits and desires. For
example those who are
fighters, their language
displays the same
emotion. Those who are
technical their language
also displays the same
characteristics. For
example, the German
language is designed for
technology and the
German people highly
technical. Another
example is that of
plumbers as the language
they use amongst
themselves contains
technical terms for
plumbing. Thus, the
Hindkowan by their
language indicate their
characteristics. For me,

the
*Eliyahu Ashtor, Trans of

1960. The Jews of
Muslim Spain, vols 1-3

Philadelphia: Jewish
Publication Society,
1992, cover.

Characteristics of
Hindko-speakers are that
they are non-aggressive,
they do not beast, are
humble and they are
accommodative to
others’. They speak a
language which has no
boundaries, and they have
historically never created
any fissiparous or
irredentist movements
against Pakistan's
integrity.

As a brief example of
separatist tendencies, we
may contrast Hindko with
Catalan. Catalonia is the
northeast province of
Spain, bordering on
France and the
Mediterrancan Sea. Itis a
thriving and prosperous
region that has its own
language, also called
Catalan. The Catalan
people base their identity
on their language and are
historically at
loggerheads with
domination by the rest of
Spain, particularly as
expressed by the Spanish
language. For example,
Catalonia's official
language is Catalan alone,
with no space for the
Spanish language.
Catalan is compulsory in

e

-

urely Pakistani:

Part-I1

schools and is the only
medium of instruction.
Catalonia has its own
national songs and its
own, very proud
orchestra. Catalans
consider themselves as a
nation and, as with others
like Basque, call their
province a country (pais),
with the right to secede
from Spain. In this respect
of national integration,
the Catalan language
contrasts with Hindko.

In 2017, many Catalans
felt themselves aggrieved
by excessive taxation by
the Central Government
in Madrid. They voted on
areferendum to obtain the
legal right to separate
from Spain. Madrid
disagreed and this led to a
political crisis that
persists till the writing of
this article. The legally
elected head (President)
of the Provincial
government of Catalonia
sought political asylum in
Belgium, where President
Carless Puigdemont still
resides in 2019. Hindko
displays no such
separatist tendencies. It
seeks peaceful
coexistence with the
Pashtun in the province of

Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa,
and with the Punjabi in
the Province of Punjab,
and this strengthens
Pakistan's national

integrity.
The hallmarks of Hindko
arc as follows: It

flourishes by peaceful
coexistence, indeed by
peacefully promoting
other Pakistani
languages. Its relation
with Punjabi is one of
sheer love as its mystics,
poets, authors, singers
and others
*Maj(r)Naveed Qamber,
my brother, formulated
the above narrative during
the sixth International
Hindko Conference.

Are almost all fluent in
both languages? Hindko's
relation to Pushto is a
particularly exciting
study in peaceful
linguistic, cultural and
overall socio-economic
coexistence. The Hindko
language exhibits
toleration. Its speakers
also practice toleration;
toleration and bhaichara
are the hallmark of
Islamic upon which
Pakistan was founded and
Hindko's toleration,
bhaichara and

convivencia bolsters
national integration.
Hindko & National
Integration through
convivencia

Hindko is spoken mostly
in urban areas, where
political debate occurs on
national integration. Its
lexicon and socio-
cconomic use is as
important as its political
impact today when
Pakistan celebrated its
70" anniversary in 2017.
The message conveyed by
its litterateurs adds to both
the country's unity and
diversity, quite unlike
proponents of other
languages who usually
advocate separate
identities. Hindko and the
Hindkowan are clear that
Pakistan's national
integrity lies in the state
and society's toleration/
peaceful coexistence/
convivencia / bhaichara.
Hindko's convivencia and
bhaichara is of the sufi
mode. This paper submits
that Hindko smoothens
out friction between the
differences among
Pakistanis and leads to
national integration.
Below is the
transliteration and
translation of verses by
the Hindko poet Pervaiz
Tarbelvi'. The reference
here is to Pakistan's
national poet-

philosopher, Muhammad
Igbal, and Tarbelvi
advocates toleration for
his religious beliefs.
Toleration, peaceful
coexistence, convivencia
and bhaichara are the
hallmarks and guiding
principles for the
country's national
integration, and provide
protection for the
proponents of these
principles.

Assan us to naazbaja
keeta

Jiss hik wanal Khuda
keeta

Mulaan Kufr d fitwalaa-
eyjiste

Eh des maanhata kecta
We are rightly proud of
him who addresses a
complaintto God!

‘All translation taken
from Anwar Dil,
Intercultural Pakistan:
Taxila and Hindko
Region, Contributions to
Pakistan Studics, vol.45
(San Diego / Islamabad:
Intercultural Forum and
Peshawar: Gandhara
Hindko Academy. 2015).
On whom the mullahs
called infidel

This land was gifted to me
by him

Sultan Mir is another
Hindko poet, albeit he
also writes in Urdu.

To be continued....
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