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Inam Ullah
(Bahrain, Swat)

The undecided
project goals

There were no set
goals at the beginning
of the project. It was
all about 'writing a
dictionary of Torwali'.
The compiler, being a
government school
teacher, had no
previous knowledge
or training of
lexicography. He
worked on the project
as a hobbyist and
therefore, did not
time-frame it.
However, he stored
the database in an
electronic format to
serve the academic
purposes of research.
Methodology:
Printed Version
Major part of the
database was
developed over the
past one and half
decade by the active
help of the author's
students, colleagues,
friends and relatives.
Data was collected on
index cards and paper
and was entered in to

the computer program
called 'Shoebox'.
'Shoebox' was
replaced with the
improved version
'"Toolbox'

Data collection and
verification

Both wordlist and
semantic domain
methods were used
for the data collection.
Being bilingual, the
author used Urdu
wordlists for recalling
Torwali words. But
specific cultural
items, plants and
animal names about
which the author
himself was unaware
could not be recorded
using this method.
He, therefore,
adopted the method of
semantic domains. He
asked his Torwali
students, friends and
family members to
make lists of words
relating to a specific
semantic domain or
sub-domain. For
example, a group of
students was asked to
bring a labeled sketch
of the interior of a
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Digital Dictionary Development for

Torwali, a Less-Studied Language:
Process and Challenges Part-2

watermill.

To ensure correctness
and completeness,
cross-checking and
verification of the
data was conducted
through multiple
sources within the
community, such as,
various people living
in different localities
(valleys and side-
valleys of the
indigenous area as
well as in different
urban centers).

Expansion of the
database

Printouts of the
existing database
were distributed
among the Torwali
speakers for
verification and
further addition of
lexical items that had
been left out. At the
same time the author
made a partial use of
lists of Semantic

Domains prepared by
SIL International
under The Dictionary

Development Process
(DDP). This process
facilitates
lexicographers to
collect words for the
development of
dictionaries of
minority languages. It
helped increase the
database from 5200 to
8000 lexical entries
by including names
and related
information of places,
plants and clans as
well as idioms,
proverbs and, words
related to Chail
dialect.

Verification and
refinement of
specific semantic
domains

Lists containing
words of special
domains were
verified by the
Torwali practitioners
of'the field concerned.
For example, Torwali
words for diseases
and ailments were
verified by and

JECE = 3

discussed with
qualified medical
practitioners living in
the indigenous area.
Similarly, items
relating to forests,
botany, watermills or
agriculture were
verified by the
Torwali speakers
working in the
respective fields.

Consistency Checks
Consistency checks
were employed both
automatically and
manually, depending
on the availability of
the features in the
Toolbox program in
which the database
was stored and
handled. For
example, Toolbox
consistency checks
support parts of
speech but not spell
checks, particularly in
the national and
source languages.
Thus, spell checks
were carried out
manually.

The use of lexique
pro

Toolbox file opened
in Lexique Pro, an

oI

sl

interactive lexicon
viewer and editor, and
was exported to
Microsoft Word in a
standard dictionary
format. Thus final
export was made
through Lexique Pro
instead of Toolbox
due to repeated
problems faced while
exporting. But there
were lots of
formatting issues
which had to be fixed
manually. For
example, various
Toolbox field
markers, such as, \ue,
\vr, \It, \va and \ps
were changed into
Urdu script to meet
the practical needs of
developing Torwali-
Urdu print version as
they were not
supported by Lexique
Pro during export
proecess.
Proofreading of the
entire exported file
was done page by
page. Relevant
technical issues were
resolved through the
'trial and error'
principle.

To be continued...
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