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Inam Ullah
(Bahrain, Swat)

Abstract

Torwali is an
endangered and less-
studied language

Pakistan. Recently, the
community celebrated
publication of the first
ever Torwali dictionary
both in print and an
online version. This
paper discusses issues
and challenges
regarding lexicography
of a previously non-
written language; from
data collection by the
native speaker having
no set goals and
training or institutional
support, Lo
organization and
presentation of the data
Jfor producing multiple
versions of the
dictionary. The first
section describes the
process of developing
the database using the
methods of wordlists
and semantic domains.
The proceeding
sections describe the
technical development
of its printed and online
versions in detail, and
discuss orthographical,
techmnical,

spoken in the north of

computational and
social concerns of the
project. The paper
concludes with
recommendations for
Sfuture dimensions of the
present work and for
similar projects with
special consideration to
lexicographical work
on non written
languages.

Keywords:
lexicography;, non-
written language;
online dictionary;
community
participation
Introduction
Torwalilanguage
Torwali belongs to the
Kohistani sub-group of
the Indo-Aryan Dardic
languages, spoken in
the upper reaches of
district Swat of northern
Pakistan. It has two
dialects (the Bahrain
and Chail dialects),
with a total of
approximately 90,000
to 100,000 speakers.
Close to half of the
population has
migrated to bigger cities
where language shift is
a common
phenomenon.

Motivation or need for

Digital Dictionary Development for
Torwali, a Less-Studied Language:

Process and Challenges pay-1

theproject

The project initiator, a
mother-tongue speaker
of Torwali, when
studied the written
materials on the
language for the first
time, found many
semantic and phonetic
errors. This initially
motivated him to work
on his native language
in order to present it
more accurately to the
academic community.
Later, after receiving
encouragement from
the community elders,
he decided to compile a
dictionary of Torwali
based on the idea that
dictionaries can be a
crucial resource for
language learning and
instruction, particularly
with regard to
endangered languages.
A good dictionary can
address issues of
orthography,
documentation and
language preservation.
Previously, the locals
found it difficult to
write Torwali language
using the alphabets of

neighbouring regional
languages or the
national language as
some of its peculiar
sounds had no
representation in their
alphabets. The main
goals were, therefore, to
record, document and
preserve a hitherto
unwritten language of
Swat Kohistan and thus,
to safeguard it for the
future generations.

Intended audience of
the dictionary

Initially, the intended
audience was the
academic community.

The aim was to provide
them with error-free
material of Torwali for
further research.

However, later, in view
of the interest of the
Torwali community, it
was decided that the

intended audience

would include both the

academic and the

speech communities.

During the compilation

process, numerous

difficulties emerged

regarding decisions to

present the data ina way
that would benefit both
the communities
equally. As a result, it
was decided that the
primary audience
would include those
Torwali-speaking
Torwalis and Torwali-
learning Torwalis
whose preference is the
socio-cultural
information like clans,
place names, medicinal
plants, cultural items,
myths and oral
traditions. Thus, the
final product of the
database is intended for
students, Torwali
speakers across the
globe, tourists, and
researchers.

The selection of dialect
While compiling data
for Torwali dictionary
the 'Bahrain dialect' was
decided to be the
standard dialect
because: (i) it is spoken
by a larger number of
Torwali speakers; (ii)
Babhrain is the cultural,
political and
administrative center of
Torwali community;
and, (iii) the compiler of
the data speaks Bahrain
dialect of Torwali.
Despite the above-
mentioned decision,

some words peculiar to
the Chail dialect were
added to the database
with the tag of 'Chail
dialect' However, it was
not possible to enter
Chail variation of every
Torwali word due to
space issues.

Previous literature
Several western
researchers have
worked on this
language. In 1880, John
Biddulph published
Tribes of the Hindoo
Koosh, which contained
the first linguistic
description of the
Torwali language. The
most extensive work on
the language was carried
out by Sir George
Grierson which 1is
known as Torwali: A
Dardic language of
Swat Kohistan (1929).
In the late 1980s, SIL
International carried out
a sociolinguistic survey
in northern Pakistan
which included the
Torwali community.
Wayne Lunsford's work,
An Overview of
Linguistic Structures in
Torwali, a Language of
Northern Pakistan
(2001) is another major
work on Torwali after
Grierson's. To be continued...
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