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Dr. Shahida Asghar

Abstract

Symbols in the poetry
are integrated part of all
universal literatures.
Symbols have different
meanings. Some have
local and some have
universal meanings.
There is an apt use of
symbols in the mystic
poetry (sufi shayery) of
the South Asia. The
meanings of symbols
have great significance,
the understanding and
perception of the
meaning show the
maturity and grip over
the subject. The
symbols used the poetry
of Saien Ahmad Ali
have also significance,
they are universal and
shows the universal
values of human being.
Ultimately, leads the
Salen s poetry into

Significance, symbols,
poetry, Ahmed Ali
Saien, Sufism

Introduction

The use of symbols in
poetry is essential
element, every rich
literature is pregnant
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with symbols but the
symbols in the mystic
poetry has profound
meaning and depict the
intoxication of the poet
and looks as
metaphysics.

Symbolism is the
practice or art of using
an object or a word to
represent an abstract
idea. An action, person,
place, word, or object
can all have a symbolic
meaning. When an
author wants to suggest
a certain mood or
emotion, he can alsouse
symbolism to hint at it,
rather than just blatantly
saying it. (Hyper, 2017)
Examples of Symbolsin
Poetry and Literature
Symbols abound in
poetry, literature, music
and art. A symbol is a
metaphorical object or
image Here are of that
stands for something
else, especially a
material object
representing something
more abstract. examples
symbols: The rose and
the moon symbolize
love: "Loveis arose and
you'd better not pick it;
it only grows when it's
on the vine."(Hyper,
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""Significance

of Symbols in

Saien Ahmad Ali's Poetry”

2017) Mars symbolizes
aggression nd war,
while Venus symbolizes
love: "Men are from
Mars;
women
are from
Venus."
The four
seasons
symboliz
e the
stages of
life:
spring
(birth and
youth),
summer
(maturity), fall
(senescence), winter
(old age and death). A
ring, especially a band
of gold, represents
faithfulness and
fidelity: "With this ring,
I thee wed." The dove
symbolizes peace, as do
the olive and the lamb:
"How many seas must a
white dove sail, before
she sleeps in the sand?"
Iron and steel are
symbolic of strength
and invulnerability:
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Superman is the iconic
"Man of Steel." The
color green suggests
life, especially things
that are
newly or
recently
born and
growing:
"a green
youth."
T h e
color
purple
represent
s royalty
a n d
privilege
. "Prince Charles was
born to the purple." The
color black symbolizes
evil and/or death: "The
four horsemen of the
Apocalypse ride black
steeds." The color white
symbolizes innocence
and purity: in medieval
art, a white lamb
symbolized the
innocence and purity of
Jesus Christ. (Hyper,
2017)
"Universal" or "Local"
Symbols

(3

<
AL,

Symbols can be
"universal" or "local" to
a particular poem and its
context, or both. For
example, the moon is a
universal symbol of
love. However, in Percy
Bysshe Shelley's poem
"To the Moon," the
moon represents
fatigue, alienation,
loneliness, useless labor
and unrequited love.
While the "universal"
symbol still holds, the
"local" symbol is more
nuanced.

Use of Symbols in Sufi-
Poetry

According to the Sufis,
the phenomenon of
Divine Love, or of love
for the Absolute, can
only be expressed in
metaphorical language.
For this reason, Sufis
have employed idioms
of temporal human love
as symbols of the
Divine love in their
speech and writings.
The Sufi poets have
often resorted to
gendered imagery in
their poetry in order to
articulate the subtle
notion of Divine Love.
These Sufi poets present
themselves as ardent
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lovers, portray God as
the Beloved, and
sometimes evoke a
bridal metaphor as well.
They employ feminine
symbols for the seekers
of the Sufi path,
whereas God is
represented in
masculine terms. They
identified themselves
with a wife or bride,
while the husband or
groom symbolized the
Divine Self. (Anjum,
2013)

Sufi poetry abounds in
symbols. Apparently
love romances, the
poetry depicts burning
passion for the
Absolute. The great
Hindko Sufi poet, Sain
Ahmad Alj, treading the
sufi path, uses various
symbols like journey,
circle, love, lover,
beloved, mansoor al
Hallaj, eyes, ocean,
Noah's ark, physician,
executioner etc in his
poetry to depict his
passionate desire to
know the absolute
Truth. He knows human
ability to reach where
other creatures cannot:

To be Continued
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