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Rukhsana Qambar

Linguistic Location
of Hindko

The entire region of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
even more so than the
rest of Pakistan is
bilingual, if not
multilingual. Very few
Pashtuns speak only
Pashto, mainly women
and some people in
FATA who do not
venture out of their
environs, (Schiffman,
Language Policy and
Language Conflict in
Afghanistan and its
Neighbours, Footnote
on 64. Many Pashtuns
are trilingual in Pashto,
Urdu and English, or
are native speakers in
four languages
(Hindko, Pashto, Urdu
and English), and in
addition, Dari or
Persian. Thus, as
Harold Schiffman
points out,
"(Christopher) Shackle
(1980) makes clear
how, because of the
necessarily
multilingual nature of
the region, Pashto
cannot fit comfortably
into either the H or L

slot of a simple dither-
or diglossic
formulation". Writing
about Peshawar's
Hindko-speakers
(Schiffman calls it an
"Indo-Aryan language
spoken mostly in the
eastern districts of
KPK"), he further
quotes Shackle:

There can be few
monolingual speakers
(in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa). Some
groups have pers(ian)
as a home language.
Command of Pashto is
increasingly general,
while all educated
speakers are also fluent
in U(rdu). The
Pe(shawari Hindko) of
younger speakers
especially those with
higher education, tends
to contain a marked
proportion of partially
assimilated elements,
especially from U(rdu)
and P(ashto)"
(Christopher Shackle,
"Hindko in Kohat and
Peshawar", Bulletin of
SOAS, 43, 482-
510.1980:497.

Pashto Nationalists
claims that their
language suffers due to
promotion of English

(:2025 2912 4)ofkrriaseit
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and Urdu. However,
Shackle also shows that
with regards to other
less widely spoken
regional languages,
Pashto itself "has
certainly gained
ground at the expense
of Pe(shawari Hindko)
in recent years" (Ibid)
In nearby Kohat, For
example,

Pashto also seems to be
spreading amongst
long settled Pathan
families whose first
language was formerly
Ko(hati Hindko). There
are a fair number of
Ko(hati Hindko)-
speakers, some groups
of which have Persian
asahomelanguage, but
bilingualism with
Pashto appears to be
general" (486-7).

As is clear from the
assertions of Professor
Christopher Shackle of
London's prestigious
School of Oriental and
African Studies
(SOAS), few Pashto
speakers, whether in
Pakistan Afghanistan,

have ever lived in
entirely monolingual
environment
(Schiffman, Language
Policy and Language
Conflictin Afghanistan
and its Neighbours,
64), This may also be
true of the Hindkowan
who are multilingual,
who are used to
permeability of their
mother tongue, and
who contribute to the
rich hybridity of their
languages and culture.
Syntax of Hindko
Mysticism
Having established the
hybridity and spread of
Hindko and its native
speakers or Hindkowan
across linguistic and
geographic
borders, we may
surpass the borders of
its cultural reach and
status. It is worthwhile
to explore its syntax,
i.e. arrangement of
words and phrases to
create well-formed
sentences in a
language.
The syntax of Hindko

being hybrid, this paper
submits that the
hybridity of the
language permits, and
may even be based
upon the universal
idiom of mysticism.
Sufi mysticism is
among the universal
languages that surpass
linguistic borders.
Language, understood
as a means of
communication, spills
over into non-verbal
fields off to connect
people. These fields
include music, dance,
art and symbols that
have deep meaning and
are not mere sign with
superficial visual
significance. It is
humble submission is
that when the syntax of
a language is based
upon a specific genre,
in this case Sufi
mysticism, the very
ethos or intrinsic value
of that language thrives
or perishes - upon the
same syntax.

Folktales abound in the
region and are infused
with Sufism that spread
the message of Islam
among the local
populations, in turn the
local languages use the
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famous stories in their
own idioms and
successfully convey
their message in the
various mother
tongues. For instance,
the Hindko poet Abdul
Ghafoor Malik
appropriated the
famous tale of Sohni-
Mahiwal in his Sajre
Phul. In this tale the
prince Izzat Beg
became a humble
cowherd Mahiwal in
order to search for his
beloved Sohni. Sohni
was the beautiful
daughter of a potter in
Gujrat and resided on
the banks of the river
Chenab, one of the
major rivers of Punjab,
land of the five rivers:
Kujh na Poucho mery
kolon us snhnry diyan
siftaan

Nurm zaban te
mithtaan gallan
Sonhriyaan us diyaan
khubiyaan

Don't ask about the
qualities of the
beautiful one Soft
spoken, and sweet
conversation
Beautiful
manners

are his

To be Continued
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