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Rukhsana Qambar

Kujh na Poucho mery
kolon us snhnry diyan

siftaan
Nurm zaban
mithtaan gallan
Sonhriyaan us diyaan
khubiyaan

te

Don't ask about the
qualities of the
beautiful one Soft
spoken, and sweet
conversation
Beautiful
manners

are his

This fragment plays
upon Sohni's name,
which means beautiful.
It also educates about
proper conduct: soft-
spoken, sweet topics of
conversation, and
altogether gentle
behavior. In addition,
the story educates by
promoting morality
among common folk. It
shows that Mahiwal
gave up his princely
world to become a
humble cowherd. For
him, material wealth
became meaningless in
favor of a humble quest
for spiritual
enrichment. Mahiwal
searched for his true
love, for truth itself,

which is beautiful, as
represented by Sohni.
His soul sought oneness
with Beauty and
therefore, the poet
Abdul Ghafoor Malik
repeatedly uses the term
in the fragment quoted
above.

The mystic moorings of
Hindko are also borne
out by the words of ones
of its greatest poets,
Saien Ahmed Ali Irani
was a 19th early 20th
century Hindko poet.
The world renown poet
and philosopher,
Muhammad Iqbal
recognized his talents
and called him a true
poet. Affectionately
called simply Saien, his
chosen pen name, or
Saien Baba with
respect, Saien Ahmed
Ali has risen in stature
to become an iconic
figure. His words
attracted many
students, who carried
on his style of
composition.

However, he was also
ridiculed for not
condemning idol
workshop and this is a
hallmark of a mystic,
which he himself
recognized:

Surpasses Border";....,

Kehndi ja'hnyaan naal
makhlooq Saien
Butparast ho ke
musulmaan kiyoon ve
Saien, people say
contemptuously
Being an idol
worshipper, how come
he's aMuslim?

The true mystic
understands his religion
and rises above its
rituals to penetrate the
universal soul. Viewed
differently, the mystic
combines mediums and
incorporates hybridity
effortlessly, especially
in its syncretic aspects.
Religion matters to
mystics in the sense of
its spirituality and
crosses, rises above,
and surpasses the
borders of orthodox
religious definitions.
Thus, to the mystic the
dichotomy 1is
intrinsically unified in
Saien Baba's words,
"being an idol
worshipper, how come
he'saMuslim?"

Saien Ahmed Ali's

poetry is replete with
such mystic and
religious references:
Jehra Nooh de toofan
noon maat kar de
Aapni chashm vich oh
toofan rakhanaan
The one who
overcomes Noah's
storms Holds the storm
inhiseyes

Noah or "Nooh"
endured the 40-day
torrent that inundated
the world and
obliterated all sign of
life, except on his Ark.
This biblical-Quranic-
Torah narrative took the
material form of an
actual typhoon
(Toofan). Saien Baba
states that a person who
manage to overcome
physical storms, be they
of any kind of worldly
turmoil, internalizes the
trauma. Such people
attain a higher state of
existence. Only those
people can perceived
this phenomenon who
look deep into the eyes
ofthe mystic.

Tera naam ghafoor ur

Raheem Saiyaan
Tinoon dozakh banana
dilorki si

Your name is all
Merciful and forgiving
Saiyaan Why did you
have to create Hell?
Saien Bab a in this
couplet rises to the
stature of Muhammad
Iqbal in that he
questions God for his
creation of Hell. "Lor"
cannot be adequately
translated as "have" or
"need to" as it implies
greater necessity. "Lor"
highlights the contrast
between Hell and the
All Merciful and is re-
emphasized by Saien
Baba's use of the second
person singular "tera"
and "tinoon" for God. In
another couplet Saien
Baba states:

Us naayab da gar tu
visaal chahna eyn Sain
vaang Mansur charch
daarparja

If you aspire to unite
with the one Like
Mansur, ascend to the
gallows

This couplet refers to
the Persian dervish
Mansur Al-Hallaj (859-
922), who wrote
exclusively in Arabic.
He is extolled in poetry
and prose across the

Islamic world and
beyond. Mansur not
only gave up all
material comforts but
also religious ritual. He
managed to attain unity
with universal values
and therefore
proclaimed:

I saw my Lord with the
eye of the heart

Tasked, "Whoare you?"
Hereplied, "You".
Mansur Al-Hallaj also
famously held, "I am
the Truth" (AnaI-Haqq)
quoting the Quran
(50:16): "And we have
already created man
and known what his
soul whispers to him,
and we are close to him
than his jugular vein".
Accused of blasphemy,
Mansur was threatened
with the gallows, which
he embraced, and
refused to give up his
beliefs. Saien Baba
refers to worldly riches
in contrast with
spirituality:
Te-tavakkal da kaasa
eh kol jis de Us gada
noon koi kyoon gada
Jjaanrey

So the one who has the
cup of faith Why
consider him a beggar?

To be Continued.
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