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Rukhsana Qambar

Akhiyaan naal har
cheez te ghor kar ke
Jalva noor khuda da
vekhya kar

You focus on
everything with your
eyes -(Instead) look
at the radiance of
God!

Muhammad Farid is
another Hindko poet.
The title of his poem
Chittey Nuqtey
(White Dots) is
thought provoking in
itself. Muhammad
Farid expresses his
Sufi identity in
unique ways:
Salmaan bichon
qalam churir ke likhi
eye si harfi Ishq
styaahi akhyyon
punc ke likhi eye si
harfi Harf hik hik dti
bich khancke tikht ey
si harfi Yaar fadua
tudhaan sun ke likhi
eye si harfi

Selecting the best
from amongst many
pens 1 wrote these
words With love's ink
wiped from my eyes |
wrote these words
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Every word

resounding in my
heart, are these words
Friend Farid, having
heard you I wrote
these words

These lines utilize the
standard Persian-
South Asian protocol
in which the poet
humbly names him or
her-self in the last
lines. Invariably, the
poet uses the third
person singular. No
translation of
Muhammad Farid's
poem can do full
justice to it as the
repetitions lose their
beauty and meaning
in another language.
For instance, "harf
hik hik" literally is
"word each each".
Similarly, "yaar" is
not just any friend but
an intimate friend, a
buddy who
understands even
one's silence.
"Faridua," a play on
the poet's name, has
its own endearing,
ironic connotations
in Hindko and
Punjabi.

ge that

sSurpasses Border;,

The pen, in the stanza
above and in general,
has mystical
references. It is an
artifact that Miguel
Cervantes utilized to
masterly effect.
Cervantes is the
Shakespeare of the
Spanish language
and modern Spanish,
and the Spanish
novel, could be said
to have emerged from
Cervantes' pen. "Si
Harfi" or "These
words" could allude
to the word of God.
Farid's reference to
the heart, and
penning the poem
after listening to it
beat, resonates with
the heart of the
Muslim, whose heart
beats at the rhythm of
the heart of Islam, the
Holy Quran.

Bushra Farrukh's
"Mohabattan dey
Mizaj Wakhre" (The
Different Moods of

et kSl B Bl i F

Love), 2012
expresses her love for
the Holy Prophet,
may peace be upon
him (PBUH). Her
poem contains the
following soulful
couplet:

Tavaadha naam
lavaan te zuban vajd
kare Hazoor ae bi
adeedat da zor vekha
vey

Your name on my lips
makes my tongue
ecstatic Oh Prophet,
such is the power of
devotion

Poems in praise ofthe
Prophet (PBUH) are
called naat.
Ms.Farrukh's naat
expresses a fierce
storm of emotions in
the expression
"adeedat da zor"
(power of devotion).
She uses the verb "te"
(is) to double
purpose: 'your name
is on my lips' in the
first instance, and this
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is the common use of
the verb at the end of
a sentence or phrase.
In the second
instance, the poet
uses "te" in
translation as so in
English: 'so (it)
makes my tongue
(enter into the state
of) ecstasy.'

Not all Hindko poetry
is mystical or
religious even if
Sufism informs its
foundations. The
mahiya is a popular
form. Women often
sing it and it expands
their culture space,
enabling them to
express complaints
againstmen:
Sarkaanteghoriaa
Naaley mera chhalla
laahya naaley ungl
maroriaa

An equime came on
the road She took my
ring and also twisted
my finger

Love ofthe homeland
is another recurrent
theme. The poet
Bashir Ahmed Soz
(1948-) wrote an ode
to his flower filled
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landscape:
Phul ce phul an char
choferi Saavi
Makhmal di hik
chaadar Farsh di
soorat bicch gai
yaaro Shabnam moti
inj barsaavey Saari
Jarhtiaan nehlaavey
Flowers and more
flowers are on all
fours sides Like a
green velvet blanket
Spread across a
whole floor, mates
The dew showers
pearls, as if Bathing
the whole
motherland.

Below is a stanza by
Parvaz Tarbelvi in
praise of Muhammad
Igbal, Pakistan's
National poet. Igbal
had written a poem
that envisioned a
separate homeland
for the Muslims of
India where they
would have
autonomy to freely
practice their
religion. Muhammad
Ali Jinnah brought
this dream in to a
concrete shape.

To be Continued
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