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Rukhsana Qambar

Persons born in Latin
America, even when
their parents were
purely Spanish, called
themselves creole with
pride to distinguish
themselves from their
colonizers. Creole, or
criollo in Spanish, was
their rallying cry for
freedom against the
gachupins, or
Spaniards of Spain.
Both were racially
white but this
manufactured
difference divided
them irretrievably. The
basis of the
criollo/creole identities
and languages are still
heavily Spanish, with
blending of the local
languages.
Nevertheless, it is a
powerful, and very
hotly contested,
foundation of the
independent identity of
the former Spanish
colonies. In short,
Latin Americans do not
camouflage linguistic
and biological mixing
inshame, but embraced
it proudly.

Hybridity: Anjali
Prabhu considers
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metissage,

transculturation and
syncretism as the
"avatars of hybridity"
(Anjali Prabhu,
Hybridity: Limits,
Transformations,
Prospects. New York:
SUNY, 2007). These
avatars or
tranformations, may be
applied to languages
like Hindko that have
their own expanding in
their environs, i.e.,
Punjabi and Pashto.
Therefore, the
following quotation by
Jan Pieterse fits it
aptly:

"The importance of
hybridity 1s that it
problematizes
boundaries" (Jan
Nederveen Pieterse,
"Hybridity, So What?"
The Anti Hybridity
Backlash and the
Riddles of
Recognition," in
Theory Culture and
Society (London:
Sage, 2000), 220).
"Problematizing" the
boundaries, or border
of Hindko does not
mean that it is
subservient to, or
dependent upon
Punjabi or other
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language. Nor does it
mean that the borders
between languages are
so porous that flow
occurs unhindered of
words, ideas grammar,
syntax, lexicon and
more. In Prof Ruqaiya
Hasan's words,
hybridity should be
viewed as
"permeability".
Permeability, in turn,
"does not constitute
license for crossing
boundaries anywhere,
anytime." Hybrid
permeability entails
that it has, "principled
descriptions" of lexico-
grammar and
semantics" (Hasan, "In
the Nature of
Language: Reflections
on Permeability and
Hybridity"). Thus,
hybridity between
language is permitted
only under controlled
and clearly defined and
"principled
descriptions" of lexico,
grammar, semantics,
etc. The "controllers"
are the academicians
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who prepare language
dictionaries, poets and
writers, and the public
that determines
widespread use of
"borrowed" or hybrid
words, phrases,
metaphor, grammar,
etc over sustained
periods of time. The
result is the language,
and 1ts cultur's
creolization, mestisaje,
transculturation
syncretism and
hybridity.

The "South Asian
Blog" takes as
reasoned view of the
status of the Hindko
tongue. In the sense
expressed by this blog,
Hindko may be
considered pidgin, that
is, a language that
arises from the need to
communicate between
two communities,
"Pidgin" here is a
linguistic term without
any negative
connotations such as
becoming
indiscriminately
"mongrel". The
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theoretical location of
this language lies in the
concept of hybridity.
The south Asian blog
states:

The entire Hindko
speaking area should
be thought of as an area
of overlap between
Punjabi and Pashto.
The language base is
all very similar to
Punjabi (and basically
identical (sic-identical)
to Seraiki) but there is
both a large vocabulary
and cultural context
similar to Pashto
culture). This makes
sense as a fifth of
Hindko speakers in the
Hindko speaking areas
self identify as Pathan.
In many families
Hindko as Pashto are
both spoken. (South
Asia Blog: Politics and
History of the Indian
subcontinent. Category
Archives: Hindko,
posted on June 12,
2014 under
Balochistan, Balti,
Demograpics,
Ethinicity, Hindko,
Khowar, Kohistani,
Language, Maps,
Pakistan, Pashtuns,
Punjabi, Saraiki,
Shina, Sindh:
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https://southasiablog.
wordpress.com/2014/0
6/12pakistan-
language-map/.

Mapping Hindko

Native to the Hazara
region of Pakistan,
Hidnko-speakers, or
Hindkowans are
mainly focused in the
urban areas of
Peshawar, Abbottabad
and Haripur. Part of the
Hindko language
comprises a distinct
vocabulary and the rest
is close to Punjabi.
However, the Punjabi
languages has no
"standard" Punjabi. It
comprises so many
regional variations that
it alters in accent, if not
also in dialect at the
distance of
approximately every
twenty kilometers.
Thus some linguistics
consider Hindko to the
north and Seraiki in the
south of the province of
Punjab as variations of
the Punjabi language.
Hindko appears in
linguistic maps of
Pakistan as follows:

To be Continued.......
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