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Hindko is spoken by
millions of people in
Kyber Pakhtunkhawa
(KP) and many other
parts of Pakistan. Hindko
is one of the ancient
languages of sub-
continent. According to
Awan (2008), the history
of the Hindko land, its
people, its culture, and its
language is more than
5000 years old. Hindko
existed much before the
advent of the Sanskrit
language. The
indigenous Hindko
people were much
cultured, educated,
social, and linguistically
rich before the attacks of
Aryan people from
central Asia in around
1500BC. The word
""Hindko" was derived
from the word "hind" by
adding suffix "ko" to it.
So Hindko people were
the aboriginal people of
this area who existed in
Hindko land even before
the arrival of Aryans in
this land (pp. 100-105).

Since their arrival to this
land in around 1500BC,
the Aryans remained
detached from the
indigenous people for
about 1000 years, so the
languages of both the
people did not mix up for
that period. After these
1000 years, owing to the
contact of the languages
of two nations, a new
language Sanskrit was
originated.

Aryan people termed
their language as
Sanskrit, while the
language of the local
people was termed as
Prakrit (pp. 116-118). In
short, Hindko is the
generic name for the
indigenous people, the
indigenous culture, and
the indigenous language
of the area referred to as
"Hind/Hindu/ Hindku.
"The words Hindu and
Hindko are derived from
the word Sindhu as the
sound "s" of Sindhu was
altered with the sound
"h" of Hindu/Hindko.
Many sounds,
grammatical rules, and
the vocabulary of the
Sanskrit language were
derived from the Hindko
language. Aryan people
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Exploring Dimensions of Research
on Hindko: Past and Present
(Part-1)

were strong in warfare so
they dominated the
people of this area,
whereas Hindu/Hindko
people were socially,
culturally, educationally
and linguistically
superior to the Aryan
people, so, they
influenced their
language and culture.

Recently, many people
and organizations have
been working for the
promotion of Hindko.
Above all, Gandhara
Hindko Board and
Gandhara Hindko
Academy Peshawar have
been playing a pivotal
role in publishing
material in Hindko and
on Hindko. So far, they
have published around
50 books based on
literature, folk tales,
theology, grammar,
poetry, dictionaries,
prose, and History of
Hindko and a number of
books in progress. The
national language
authority, Islamabad also
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published books
regarding Hindko
language. Needless to
say, the board, the
academy, other
organizations and
individuals have been
publishing their works
regarding the subject
language in Urdu,
English, and, of course,
Hindko itself.

Hindko has also been
explored by international
researchers. Currently, a
book of Hindko
grammar has been
written by a Turkish
Professor, Dr Hilal
Toker, entitled "A
Practical Guide to
Hindko Grammar". The
book gives a pretty
picture and a detailed
view of Hindko grammar
using International
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).
Earlier, Mukhtar Ali
Nayyer had also
published a Hindko
grammar book entitled
Hindko Qaviad. Another
book under the title
"Hindko Grammar in
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Neelmi Dialect" by
Shahid Hussain Mir is in
progress and
publication is expected
by theend of 2016.

Moreover, Gandhara
Hindko Board published
two Hindko dictionaries
written by Sultan
Sukoon (2002)
containing seven
thousand words and
Awan (2008) with thirty
thousand words. The
prior reflects the
vocabulary of
Abbottabad, Mansehra
and Haripur dialects of
Hindko and the latter
mostly reveal the
vocabulary of Peshawar
dialect. Another
dictionary is in progress
at University of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir,
particularly, based on
Hindko spoken in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK). There is an
intense need to develop a
Hindko dictionary, using
IPA, which cover all the
dialects of Hindko.

Similarly, the board has
also published religious
and historical books like
Quran Pak da Hindko
Manzoom Turjuma
(Abdul Ghafoor Malik,
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2008), that is, a Hindko
translation of the Holy
Book in metrical form;
Naat Rehmat ul
Lilaalameen (Yahya
Khalid, 2012); and
Sarzameen-e-Hindko
(Awan, 2008).
Furthermore, the board
has also published the
first phonetic book
entitled "Hindko
Sautiyat" (Awan, 2004)
which gives a brief view
of Hindko sounds. There
is another book under the
title Urdu zeban ka
makhiz Hindko (Khatir
Ghaznavi, 2003)
published by National
language authority,
Islamabad, which
highlighted the historical
background and a
connection between
Urdu and Hindko.
Regarding the history
and literature of Hindko,
an eminent scholar, Dr
Mumtaz Mangloori
wrote a very
comprehensive book
entitled Hindko,
mukhtaser tareekh,
zaban-o-adeb, published
by national language
authority, Islamabad.

To be continued
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