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Educational Development through Mother Tongue:

Dr. Shabbir Hussain

1 Introduction

It has been estimated
that 50% of the world's
out-of-school children
live in the communities
which use a different
language to the one used
as Mother Tongue in the
local areas. It is
estimated that globally,
there are 50-75 million
'marginalized' children
who are not enrolled in
school. Research
reveals that children
whose primary
language (mother
tongue) is not the
language of instruction
in school are more likely
to drop out of school or
fail in early grades. In
developing countries,
an estimated 221
million children enter
the classroom are
unable to understand the
language they are
taught!. Many countries
teach in the old colonial
language, or in a
dominant national or
international language,
which young children
donot speak athome.

The medium of learning
plays a vital role in
creating interest in the

-ubbﬂ&a{}
LudbeyTS &@4 §1 T
SNL T gty 1 E 2 limlild
505 L UES il §EF U
N I U Sy
e Llg $r et JPBTL 5
Lol gy
LU B 252 1502503

—e bz
d)/ u!._«U T-&xT5Jog 53»
U’J)/} d T ._«U T-&-x J/l/
2 o’y‘(a JHU Té slon Jiy
At md._,w_z_»{
Sshe s GF by s s
-arud:/u’/ fd)d /'/J B2
(;’d/b)

Aok BT S

Ubesernbiseof

(¢} ul}a bk ¥ oo o
G SH g ol B -
Q:JL-DU}J”‘!LJ‘
PR SN
G B Je gl uf £
G L E L
LB LS T

ecememecen
</

) 6’ JI £ o (fi'
oo LT M ee f
J & H bkl ok
b oe (¥ b Ukl
U £ 26 U 2o
gl o s oS
i) f,( é (3L Ul &4
b O o S L s U

| =
3 X c
Ten - = Eom—

A case study of Hindko Language

leaner. Many studies
had been carried out in
Hong Kong, the
Philippines and
Pakistan which showed
that English medium
students, despite their
higher initial ability,
performed poorly when
compared to their peers
studying in mother
tongue. Some educators
argue that only those
countries where the
student's first language
is the language of
instruction are likely to
achieve the goals of
Education for All.

A UNESCO meeting of
specialists held in 1951
was of the considered
opinion that education is
best carried out in
mother tongue.
Research also suggests
that engaging
marginalized childrenin
school through mother-
tongue based,
multilingual education
(MTB-MLE) is a
successful model
(Benson & Kosonen,
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2013; Yiakoumetti,
2012). Research has
shown that children's
first language is the
optimal language for
literacy and learning
throughout primary
school (UNESCO,
2008a). There is
growing evidence and
parent demand in many
educational systems
around the world that
insist on exclusive use
of one or sometimes
several privileged
languages. This means
excluding other
languages and with
them the children who
speak them (Arnold,
Bartlett, Gowani, &
Merali, 2006).

UNESCO has
encouraged mother
tongue instruction in
primary education since
1953 (UNESCO, 1953)
and UNESCO
highlights the
advantages of mother
tongue education right
from the start. children
are more likely to enroll
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and succeed in school
(Kosonen, 2005,
parents are more likely
to communicate with
teachers and participate
in their children's
learning (Benson,
2002); girls and rural
children with less
exposure to a dominant
language stay in school
longer and repeat grades
less often (Hovens,
2002; UNESCO
Bangkok, 2005); and
children in multilingual
education tend to
develop better thinking
skills compared to their
monolingual peers (e.g.,
Bialystok, 2001;
Cummins, 2000; King
& Mackey, 2007).

The case study
presented in this report
concludes that
Education in the mother
tongue is an essential
part of achieving the
goals to facilitate
learning and to bolster
skills in reading, writing
and understanding the
subjects of English,

Urdu, Social Studies,
Mathematics and
Science. The focus of
the survey with a sample
of 165 respondents is to
assess educational
development through a
mother tongue (Hindko)
from the perspective of
teachers and the
students of 8th class in
the schools located in
the Hindko speaking
district Mansehra of KP
province. The other
local languages Gojri
and Pashto have also
been taken into
consideration.

2.1 Sample

A case Educational
development through
Mother Tongue: study
of Hindko language is
based on a survey of 115
students of 8th class and
50 teachers who are
teaching to 8th class
selected on the basis of
convenience sampling
in district Mansehra.
Respondents were
randomly selected from
three government and

@M

two private schools.
These schools were
distinctly located in the
district Mansehra. The
composition of the
respondents of the

sample of data
collection is
summarized below:

Composition of
Survey Sample of
Responding Teachers

and Students
Data was collected
through two

questionnaires (Annex
1) administered
separately for students
and teachers in the
above mentioned five
schools of district
Mansehra. The
questions were framed
to review /assess level
of learning by students
and teaching by
teachers through
Hindko as medium of
instruction in the
schools. The survey
was conducted during
the first week of
November, 2015. Data
was entered and
analyzed using SPSS.
The findings of the
survey are given under
various sections
included in this report

To be Continued
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