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Dr. Shahida Asghar

Truth seekers Remain restless
in their longing. Secretly
nourished by sadness,
apparently look
content/tranquil. His poetry
invites us to untie the symbols
he uses, grasp ultimate
meanings and perceive
allusions in his words and
terms. Being a traveler of the
Sufi path, he knows well that
he can understand the
meaning of life through the
process of secking truth,
knowledge and the self. Sufis
seek to experience God by
fully experiencing
themselves. This journey is
not an ordinary one with
proper beginning and ending
but an endless circular
journey. One other great Sufi,
Sultan Bahu describes how
his journey in quest of the
Beloved has enabled him to
surpass all borders and sce
Haq within:

Azal abad noon sahee
keetose,

Wekh tamaashe guzre hoo.
Chaudaan tabaq dile de andar,
Aatishlaae hujre hoo.

Jinhaan haqq na haasil keetaa,
Doheen Jahaanee ujrhe hoo.
Aashiq gharq hoe which
wahadat.

Wekh tinhaan de mujre hoo.

I have, at last, grasped the
beginning and the end:

I have seen the whole
spectacle of past, present and
future Passbefore my eyes.
Within my heart are fourteen
realms, Chambers of light-
ablaze with the profusion of
God's light.

Those who have not realized
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God will wander, Homeless
in this world, destitute in the
next, But watch the lovers
dance with ecstasy, As they
merge into the oneness of
God.
Pir Saien is the follower of the
same path. He recognized that
life is an endless journey. In
the following couplet he
addresses himself as Saayain
Saayain ishq di ai bari door
manzil
Matay safar samjhein dinaa
pandran da
Saayain, love destination is
far away
Don ot reckon it a few days'
journey
Anxious and restless, Pir
Saien's quest for Truth
motivated him to find his
Beloved in streets, bazaars.
gardens, farms, valleys, and
finally was able to unravel a
fundamental truth: His
journey is circular from
inward to outward and again
inward as stated in the last
line:
Seen Sanjran sung keeker
mail howay
Toondhan yar meenon tay
meinyar toondhan
Phiraan koocha ba koocha
talashkerda
Margazar kidhray her bazaar
toondhan
Kharay banr wehshi loraan
wadian mein
Kidhray baagh thoondan
gulzartoondhan
Saien Ishq nay dasiya tay
jaanrgiya
Wasda ander meray jisnu
bahir toondhan
Love/Ishq is the essence of Pir
Saien's poetic thought. In his
overall repertoire, the various
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Saien Alllllilll Ali and SIIIIS
Lovers of the Beloved

that he

metaphors
incorporates to express this
divine emotion include fire,

wine, bird, wings. He
repeatedly alludes to Mansoor
Khalaj, a Persian mystic,
revolutionary writer and
teacher of Sufism, who wrote
exclusively in Arabic. This
exhibits Saien's passionate
desire to experience the apex
of Ishq-i-Haqiqi (Divine
love). He also quotes
metaphoric love or Ishq-i-
Majazi of the folk stories of
Laila and Majnu and Heer
Ranjha to depict the true love
or Ishq-i-Haqiqi. Allah's ways
are mysterious and travelers
of His path try to find meaning
in all His creation. Maulana
Jalal ud Din Rumi, one of the
greatest mystics and mystic
poets of all times, in his
magnum opus Masnavi has
written almost 28 verses to
highlight the significance of
opposites to know truth. He
uses paradoxical images to
express omnipresence of
Allah God created pain and
(vearning) sorrow for this
sake: so that happiness may
occur by (means of) this
opposite.

Thus, hidden things are
revealed by (their) opposites.
(And) since God has no
opposite, He is hidden. (Rumi
1130-31) Quantum Physicist
Niel Bohr presents the same
idea: "There are trivial truths
and great truths. The opposite
of a trivial truth is plainly
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false. The opposite of a great
truth is also true". Although
not formally educated, Saien
was a learned scholar who
was well aware of the
importance of paradoxes,
opposites, yin and yang to get
the true meaning. Pir Saien
was a self-learned man who
restlessly travelled from
shrine to shrine in quest of a
murshid (spiritual teacher)
and observed the creature
closely. We do appreciate his
surveillance and insight of|
finding truths in opposites.
Khaliq nay khed khilar chori
Kidhray jitay bazi kidhray
har da ai
Kidhray banray Laila
kidhray benray majnoo
Kidhray banr Ranjha Majaan
char da ai Kidhray pandit
bun betha giyan kerda
Kidhray mula benr baangan
usar da ai Us da naan
Ghafoor ur Rahim Sayaan
Kidhray doobay beri kidher
taar da ai
The Creator has spread his
mystery everywhere
somewhere excells elsewhere
lose somewhere becomes
Laila while elsewhere
becomes Majnoo somewhere
becomes Ranja and grazes
buffalow somewhere assumes
the character of learned
Brahman While elsewhere
becomes religious head and
summons for prayers. He is
the most merciful. Saayyan'
somewhere immerse and
elsewhere raise up the boat
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He sees God in everything.
Creature, with all its good and
bad, reminds him of Allah. He
strongly believes in His
mercy.

Khalga teri zameen utay
Ranga rang di teri khudai
dekhi

Dil bukhl bakheeli si pehray
Dekhay

Sheshay wang kiyan di safai
dekhi

Pari saya di chanrak chankar
das kay

Kidhray gai dekhi kidhray aai
dekhi

Lutfo karam tera be hisab
sayyan
Teri shan,
dekhi

Oh Creator, in Your world
creation of various kinds is
seen some hearts full of]
avarice and stinginess while
some hearts are clear like
glass faries alter showing their
thinking and chinking I don't
know from where they come:
wither gone Your favor is
abundant, Beloved Your glory
and magnificence is clear
everywhere

The path he follows has
enlightened his soul therefore
Pir Saien saw God in
everything. He was like Rabia
Al Basri, indeed a timeless
mystic, who attained her
destination as a Truth-seeker,
she was able to see the
glorious visioninsyzygy.
ohGod,

Whenever I listen to the voice
of anything, You have made...
The rustling of the trees

The trickling of water

The cries of birds

The flickering of shadow

The roar of the wind

shan-i-kibriyai
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The song of the thunder
Ihearitsay: Godis One!
Nothing can be compare
with God!

Realization of the
significance of conflict i
essential in this path. These]
opposites combine to make aj
complete whole. Pir Saic
also becomes aware of the}
presence of God in opposites:

Us Qadir Karim di qudratan)
day

Jalway ujb ujb khoobi dasday
won

Kidhray garaj day panti d
mein wasda Kidhray
motiayan day badal wasday
nein

Is dunya di wasti whicl
wasanr walay

Ghum si ronday tay khushi si
hasday won

Saien dar day kai rab day kho
kolo

Kai zulum utay kamer kasday!
won

Such perspicacity regardin,
opposites, enables Pir Saien t
make a complete whole, tof
perceive the authenticity o
life that paradoxes ar
mandatory to create a perfecl
circle, to get th
enlightenment. Truth can only|
be achieved when the seekes
learns to annihilat
him/herself. This is th
circular journey fro
nothingness to being, an
from being to nothingness.|
S/he ascends self to seek th
Truth, and the Truth/I la
descends to complete thef
journey.
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