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Dr. Shahida Asghar

In love, nothing exists
between heart and heart.
Speech 1s born out of longing,
True description from the real
taste.

The one who tastes, knows:
The one who explains, lies.
How can you describe the
true form of Something
In whose presence you are
blotted out?

And in whose being you still
exist?

And who lives as a sign for
your journey? (Rabia Al
Basri)

An opening with famous
Muslim Saint and Sufi mystic
Rabia Al Basri's profound
wisdom highlights the
limitless, selfless perspective
of the great teachers called
"Sufis". This paper analyzes
the Sufi viewpoint with special
focus on the Hindko Sufi poet
Saien Ahmad Ali. This is an
endeavor to answer the
questions: How does Sufi
poetry cross borders of time
and space and become
universal? In what aspectisthe
Sufis' longing for truth in fact
yearning for the Beloved?
What are the fundamentals of
the Sufi path and how does
Saien Ahmad Ali fulfill its
criteria? What role does
conflict/opposite play in
seeking the Beloved? How
significant is the circular
itinerary to successfully meet

with the Beloved?

Sufis speak a universal
language that is "born out of
[their) longing" the
Beloved. This language

for

crosses all boundaries of time
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journey

their
message of love and humanity.

and space to convey

Mesmerized with powerful
they go
through spiritual experience to

feelings of love,

achieve a higher goal of
human perfection. Being
travelers of the inner realms,
they learn to annihilate their
They
become aware of the fact that

materialistic desires.
spontancous virtue, love,
negation and spiritual
the
fundamental requisites to

purification are

reach their final destination.
The itinerary of this journey is
boundless, beyond time and

space. This is the soul's

journey of ascendance to the

higher terrains, a journey to
comprehend the
opposites of life, a timeless

fully

from being to
nothingness and then to the

only Being. By becoming

aware of the true form of

Something" that is in fact the
Beloved Almighty Allah, the
egoistic presence of the seeker
is "blotted out." Leading

translator and interpreter of

classical Islamic philosophical
and Mystical texts, William C.
Chittick established a
beautiful connection between
Sufis' love and truth. The Sufis
certainly consider love as a

means whereby the seeker
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Lovers of the Beloved

may reach truth" (Chittick 5).
He clarifies that by truth he

doesnot mean "facts".

Rather truth designates God
Himself. I am taking the word
truth here as the translation of
the Arabic haqq, A word that
the Koran employs 250 times.
In half a dozen of these
instances, the word is
explicitly a name of God....
When God is called al-haqq.
the Truth, this signifies that the
only fully genuine truth is the
truth that is God (Chittick 5-6)

Poetry is the medium through
which these Sufis express their
Sufis
follows a spiritual path to

longing for Allah.

reach their Beloved. The isless
of a doctrine then a way of life.
Through this journey the Sufis
transform themselves from
physical to spiritual beings. In
their quest, the Sufis try to
create harmony with all
Ibn Khaldun, the

14th century Arab historian,

creations.
described Sufism as: "
dedication to worship, total
dedication to Allah most
High, disregard for the
finery and ornament of the
world, abstinence from the
pleasure, wealth, and
prestige sought by most men,
and retiring from others to

worship alone."
Khaldun)

(Ibn

Pir Ahmad Ali Saien was a
great Hindko Sufi poet. Like
his
biography and poetry
highlight his belief that
meaning can only be derived
from life after going through

other Sufi mystics,

the process of seeking truth,
knowledge and the self. He
believes that the energies we
need to do this are latent yet
inherently existin each ofus
Before discussing his poetry. it
would be appropriate to take a
glimpse of Saien Ahmed Ali's
life. Dr. Zahoor Ahmad Awan
in his book Hindko Day Ser da
Saien: Saien Ahmad Ali
(2007) rives a detailed
description of his life,
personality and poetry.
According to Dr. Awan, there
1s some differences of opinion

among research scholars
about the time of his birth
and death.

The majority, however,
believe that he lived more than
a hundred years, from 1836-
1937. His father Noor Ali
Sherazi, was a carpet seller and
used to travel from
Afghanistan to Peshawar to
sell Central Asian carpets.
Mirza Noor Al
migrated from Sheraz to
Peshawar. Saien Ahmad Ali
also travelled a lot with his

Finally

father and remained fond of
travelling. He moved from
Peshawar to Kashmir, then to
Lahore and finally to
Rawalpindi

Like a real Sufi and faqir,
Saien Ahmad Ali seldom cared
about his physical appearance
or material possessions. Being
more attentive to satiate his
spiritual needs, Saien paid less
attention to his physical
desires. He led a very simple
life;
and honesty are the hallmarks

contentment, altruism,
of his personality. Being an
authentic seeker, he knew that
the friends of Allah,
appear to be deprived,

who

ill,
living under impoverished
circumstances etc, are well
occupied and happy in their
blisstul state of love within

Sabir Hussain
"Tar Tar
writes about

themselves.
Imdad in his article,
Sattar Bolay"
simple life style of Saien
Ahmad Ali. Like the Holy
Prophet (SAW). Khulfain
Rashidin, Auliya Allah and
Sufis who did not leave behind
any material legacy but their
mystical inheritance lives on
through the ages. Saien Pir Ali
too has only left behind his
Kalam. Following the oral
"Sufi pledge"” between the Suti
master and his disciple that has
continued from generation to
generation, he did not allow
his kalam to be written or
published. This is why
sometimes we have more than
one version of his poetic
verses and we are not certain
about its originality. His kalam
is sung in Urs not only in KPK
but also in Punjab. Saien like
the seekers of the Haq,
remained restless. Despite his
contented appearance,
inwardly he is dejected for not
being able to accomplish his

goal.
Talib jo asal matloob day
nain
Us di toondh under bay qarar
rahnday
Androon ander ho janday
gaza ghum di
Zahir ishrataan si darkanar
rahnday

To be Continued....
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