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Impressions of another Peshawarits
after 6 decades
Khwaja Muhammad Ashraf, an educationist
visited USA in 1952; he studied the educational system
of USA during his official visit which was arranged
through a scholarship. He noted his meetings with
people, his expressions, visits of different places,
minutes and record notes of seminars, conferences and
dialogues. During his stay in USA, he wrote his
impressions and compiled a book in the name of
“Peshawar to USA”. A copy of typed manuscript of the
book was given to me by his son Khwaja Mansoor few
years back during my stay at Peshawar. I kept this book
in my bookshelve and kept it in my study at different
occasions.
Almost after six (06) decades, I had an
opportunity to visit USA in October, 2017. I stayed in
USA for 21 days and I visited New York, Texas and
Oklohama States of the USA. My visit was materialized
due to my participation in the Fifth International
Hindko Conference which was held in New York in
October, 2017. This successful conference was
arranged by the Gandhara Hindko Board North
America Chapter which was organized by Dr.Amjad
Hussain and Mr.Attiq Siddique and their colleagues. I
was accompanied with my wife Ms.Fasiha Zia. We had
an opportunity to stay in USA for further weeks as my
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sister-in-law lives in Wichitafalls, Texas, USA. During
my stay, I got an opportunity to meet with people at
different places. I was obliged to my God that He had
given me an opportunity to visit USA which is a
superpower of today’s world. God give me an
opportunity to learn that why USA was chosen by God
as superpower. During my visit, I learnt the reasons
behind the making of USA as a superpower. The USA
is not a superpower due to the reason that it has develop
materially, technologically or politically but she is
superpower because due to the human development.
Why and How USA attained the human development
remarkably?. Generally, the citizens of USA are law
abiding, disciplined, love for humanity, rule of law and
believe in supremacy of merit. The achievement of
these traits by the millions of people was the thing
which impressed me a lot. I tried to get the reason
behind this human development. I thought that it may
be some political thinker or thinkers who penetrated
their philosophy in the minds of the people but this
answer did not suffice me and I tried again and again to
get the answer. It took many days and nights to get the
right answer and the right answer was that these people
are abiding the laws of the God. They believe in the
book of God. They read the book of God in their own
language. They learn what God says to them. They had
written a sentence on every dollar that “In God We
Trust”. Their leaders and public representatives and
other office bearers of the States took oath on the book
of God everytime and at every place.
My impressions of the journey compelled me to
reproduce the impressions of another Peshawarites who
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visited USA six decades ago. The impressions of
Khwaja Muhammad Ashraf from his book, which you
may read in detail, I am producing some of his excerpts
of the book;
“Americans are inquisitive by nature. They would like
to know every detail of the things or individuals they
contact. This inquisitiveness has developed into a
research. The world has seen how this research has
helped the people of this country to make many useful
discoveries and scientific inventions. I read a notice
about a lecture on “Voodooism” and could not
understand what it could be. I was familiar with so
many “isms” like Communism, Fascism, Nazism,
favourtism; but this new “ism” was a mystery to me. I
heard the handsome Dr.James E.Gulbertson speaking
on this subject like an orator and with some authority.
Voodooism is an old religion of a class of Negroes
living in the Haiti Islands, they actually demonstrated
their various movements and actions, which they do in
their houses of worship before their spiritual leaders,
and produced peculiar kinds of sounds as the followers
of woodooism do. This was all interesting and full of
information. Dr.Gulbertson said that voodoo spirits do
strange things.”
“The evolution of communications, radio, relevision
and how these work, the art of the theatre, an old street
and a new street, an old house and a modern house was
shown so nicely that we had nothing but praise for the
organizers. The field of industry was as beautifully
depicted. The motoroma coal mines and how the miners
work there, the aeroplane and its most confusing
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machinery, the torpedo and how it functions and the
navy at work were very well enjoyed by me. I saw too a
huge model of a car with its complicated machinery.
The departments of chemistry, physics, minerals, and
automobiles from its beginning to the present day
looked like miracles. Really all the aspects of industries
and sciences were wonderfully shown. I have never
seen such big collections before this in my life. The
display of modern war weapons, live radar and anti
aircraft guns were very interesting. What a colossal
amount of money must have been spent in making such
a magnificent museum!”.
“The high ideals for which Fordham standa and its
aims and objectives can well be described in these
words: “its purpose is to-day what it was when it began
– it has the courage of its convictions; the history of
education these past ten decades has only strengthened
those convictions. It believes to-day that a university is
a place for a painstaking work, accurate thinking,
facility and beauty of expression, deep-seated
philosophical foundations, - a training ground for life;
battles a preparation not only for life here on earth, but
life to come “eternal in the heavens.”
Al-haj Khawaja Muhammad Ashraf’s son
Khwaja Mansoor who is my friend and very much
impressed from his father as most of the sons impressed
from their fathers. I learned about his father’s
personality and work which he delivered as educationist
is given in the following line;
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Al-haj Khawaja Muhammad Ashraf, A famous
dedicated and highly Professional teacher graduated
from Edwardes College Peshawar, where late Chacha
Younas, Daulat Deen, Rustom Kayani and Sardar
Abdur Rub Nishtar spent their days as students.
He did his Bachelor’s in Teaching (B.T) and
Master’s in History from Aligarh Muslim University in
1925 where he had friendship with Sardar Abdur Rub
Nishtar and Muhammad Ayub Khan (Field Marshal &
President of Pakistan) and then went to Indiana
University USA on full bright scholarship and he
completed his specialization in Secondary Education;
after completion he was offered Associate Professor job
on highly paid salary in Indiana University USA but he
refused and preferred to serve his country. He came
back and started his carrier in education department and
took charge as head of the institution in Thanna
(Malakand Agency) and there under his supervision and
guidance some of his students grew up and built their
carrier in Civil and Pakistan Army. One of his brilliant
student Brigadier Tor Gul (Who also became director
general in East Pakistan Riffles).
Mr.Ashraf was given the responsibilities to head
the school at Hairpur District Manshera where one of
his students sprang up as a poet by the name of Qateel
Shifae (Aurangzeb Khan). He became Assistant
Director and then Deputy Director of Education of
NWFP and Tribal areas including (Mianwali).
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H retired as Deputy Director Education in early
1960’s also known to be Sir Syed Ahmad Khan of
NWFP presently know as Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Khawaja Muhammad Ashraf was author of several
books which are as following
1)
2)
3)
4)

Taleem aur Tarbiyat
Naya Taleem-e-Zaviya
Tarikh-e-Pakistan Wah Hind
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After a month or so of his retirement in 1960 the
“Wali of Swat” Miangul Jahanzeb Khan Ruler of
Princely state of Swat sent a message to Mr.Khawaja
Muhammad Ashraf to take charge as Principal
Jahanzeb College Swat on highly paid salary 800
Rupees as Chief Secretary of Swat state was paid 600
Rupees and he agreed to give him full control for
College and no, one will intervene in his work on which
Mr.Mian Gul Jahanzeb Wali of State of Swat happily
accepted because he Trusted Mr.Khawaja Muhammad
Ashraf that he is the right man who will uplift the
College which is also his dream and he was keenly
interested that education should spread throughout Swat
and therefore was no fee for the local and deserving
students was taken. Scholarship was also given on merit
and discipline was highly maintained in those days of
1960’s. The Professors used to wear gown and when
people came to visit the College they proudly says
“they are entering to an Aligarh University”.
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The laboratories were state of the Art highly
equipped instruments which were never used in
Pakistan and were brought from England beside
students daily education extra curriculum activities
were also included to involve student’s to polish their
skills and they played vital role for students interest in
education also to make them more active and the
famous Dr.Shimal, an expert in Iqbaliat was also
engaged to deliver lectures. It was in Swat Sate that
Principal Jahanzeb College Swat Mr.Khawaja
Muhammad Ashraf met, The Duke, Queen Elizabeth II
of England and field Marshal Ayub Khan President of
Pakistan who was also an Aligarian and Roommates
and close friend of Khawaja Muhammad Ashraf in
Aligarh University also observed and acknowledged the
keen dedication and highly professional skills of
Principal Jahanzeb College Swat. The Ruler of State of
Swat also had given extra responsibility to Mr.Khawaja
Muhammad Ashraf as head of Red Crescent Swat State
which was purely job of Medical Doctor but the trust
and Professional working skills of Mr.Khawaja
Muhammad Ashraf astonished Wali Swat to engage
him and he proven himself as hardworking and
dedicated.
He remained Principal Jahanzeb College Swat from
1960-1970 and during his tenure it was the finest
education institution of that time. When Swat state was
merged with Pakistan, the Deputy Commissioner
requested Khawaja Muhammad Ashraf to not resign as
Principal of the College and continue to serve as
Principal. Khawaja Muhammad Ashraf replied I came
to serve Swat state purely on the wishes of Wali Sahab
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and since Mian Gul Jahanzeb is no more ruler then I
had left. I am going back to my home town Peshawar”.
These were principles of great man like Khawaja
Muhammad Ashraf, only legend can say such words.
When he came back to Peshawar he was approached
by one of his student Dr.Anwar Khan who was the head
of History Department in University of Peshawar and
requested Khawaja Muhammad Ashraf to mark and set
the papers of high classes. This again occupied him in
education. He also became advisor of the President
Convent School of the country on 21st April 1975, he
died in LRH Hospital due to cardiac failure and till his
last breath he used to work till 20th April 1975. He
maintained his private dairy and was punctual in
Prayers. The senior retired bureaucrat called him the
legend and people give a name him title of Sir Syed of
The Frontier.
The Legend attracted numerous students from Tribal
areas giving Fulbright Scholarships to needy students
which were a policy of the Government. Several
Schools were built and up graded during his service.
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